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1. Introduction

1.1 Introduction and Context

The Environmental Assessment Unit has been requested to assess whether the following
proposed project should be subject to EIA Screening or EIA (Environmental Impact
Assessment). This report comprises a Preliminary Environmental Impact Assessment
Screening Report and is based on objective professional judgement and expertise.

Kerry County Council propose to carry out safety improvement works at the junction of the
R874 Regional Road (formerly L2015) and L6510 at Dromthacker, Tralee, Co Kerry. It is
proposed to construct a Right — Turn Lane on R874 for vehicles turning onto L6510 and also
construct Left and Right Turn lanes on L6510 for vehicles exiting onto R874. This will allow
vehicles to queue separately when turning right onto R874 and not delay vehicles looking to
turn left. Also, a right-turn lane will be installed on R874 for vehicles to queue and turn onto
L2016 in order to keep the ghost island design streamlined. As well as that, it is proposed to
construct a 3m shared cycleway to improve active travel. The works will provide a safe
crossing point for vulnerable road users and will reduce traffic speed.

This project is not one which requires a Mandatory EIA. This report constitutes a Preliminary
EIA Examination report for the project.

1.2 Legislative requirements

Where a proposed development is ‘sub-threshold’ in nature, the planning authority shall decide
whether the proposed development would be likely to have significant effects on the
environment. The key issue, in the context of the possible need for EIA of sub-threshold
development, is whether or not such development is likely to have significant effects on the
environment.

In accordance with A120. (1) (a) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as
amended, where a local authority proposes to carry out a subthreshold development, the
authority shall carry out a preliminary examination of, at the least, the nature, size or location
of the development.

The purpose of the preliminary screening exercise is to conclude either that:

(i) there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the
proposed development, it shall conclude that an EIA is not required,;

(ii) there is significant and realistic doubt in regard to the likelihood of significant effects on
the environment arising from the proposed development, it shall prepare, or cause to be
prepared, the information specified in Schedule 7A for the purposes of a screening
determination; or

(i) there is a real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed
development, it shall— (I) conclude that the development would be likely to have such
effects, and (1) prepare, or cause to be prepared, an EIAR in respect of the development.

As part of the sub-threshold preliminary screening exercise, consideration was given to the
nature, size, and location of the proposed development, to the ‘Source — Pathway — Receptor’



model to the criteria set out in the Roads Act, as amended, the Planning and Development
Regulations as amended and in the EIA Directive (2014/52EU).

2. Project Description and Context

Characteristics of the Plan or Project
Size, scale, area, land | 5800m2

take
Details of physical | 2 No. new right-turn lanes will be installed on R874 (formerly
changes that will take L2015). Carriageway width will be increased by 3.5m. New right
place during the | @nd left turn lanes will be installed on L6510.

various stages of

implementing the

proposal

Description of | Heavy plant will be required to carry out realignment of road
resource and laying of bitumen such as HGV Trucks, Pavers,
requirements for the | Diggers

construction/operation

and decommissioning
of the proposal (water
resources,
construction material,
human presence etc)
Description of | 1 month. Works will commence some time in 2026.
timescale for the
various activities that
will take place as a
result of
implementation
(including likely start
and finish date)
Description of wastes | Recycled bitumen. 5800m2 @ 100mm deep Max Quantity.
arising and other
residues  (including
quantities) and their
disposal

Description of any | Surveying of services with GPS Kit
additional services
required to implement
the project or plan,
their location and
means of construction
Other




3. Project Assessment (incorporating source-pathway-receptor

approach)

This is a small-scale project and is significantly below the mandatory thresholds for road
development-type projects. The County Archaeologist has confirmed that several recorded
archaeological monuments, listed in either the Record of Monuments & Places or the Sites &
Monuments Record, are in proximity to the proposed works. This includes KE029-268-Burnt
mound to the north and KE029-121-Enclosure to the south of the proposed works. However,
the works are not located within the zone of notification around the monuments. It is the view
of the County Archaeologist that the site is archaeologically monitored during the construction
phase.

The project will not produce any significant waste, nor will it result in emissions or pollutants,
and the impact on biodiversity and other sensitivities will be minimal. The nearest sensitive
ecological receptors are the Natura 2000 sites, and significant effects on them have been
ruled out with certainty (refer to the AA Screening Report prepared).

4. Conclusion
Having regard to the above, and in particular, to the nature, scale, and location of the proposed

project, it is considered that this proposal is not one which requires EIA Screening or EIA.

Reasons for Conclusion
There is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed
development.
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Signed: (
Brendan O'Connor (Ecologist)

Environmental Assessment Unit (EAU)
Date: 24/10/2025



