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Proposed Variation No. 4

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to Sect&8of the Planning & Development Act24)(as amended) that Kerry
County Counci{KCCQG)being the Planning Authority of the County of Kerry, has prepared a Proposed Variation
of the Kerry County Development Plan 26228.

ProposedvariationNo. 4

Listowela dzy’ A OA LJF £ 5 A a ( Nildréplade $é listoBey DyniDe@lopmeént Bfan as contained
in Volume 2 (Town Development Plans) of the Kerry County Development Plar2@Z2zndalso the
Listowel Municipal District Local Area Plan 2QPQ6.

TheListowelMunicipalDistrictcontainsthe followingsettlements:

Settlements

Regional Town Ballybunion, Listowel

District Towns Ballyheigue, Ballylongford, Tarbert

Villages Abbeydorney, Ballyduff, Causeway, Duagh, Kilflynn, Lixnaw, Moyvane

Small Villages Asdee, Finuge, Kilmoyley, Knockanure, Lisselton

Reasorfor Variation

Thevariationprovidesa Settlement Planfor the ListowelMunicipalDistrict Area,replacingthe Listowel Town
Development Plan as contained in Volume 2 of the Kerry County Development Pla2@®2nd the
Listowel Municipal District Local Area Plan 2@PQ6 TheSS ¢ (i f S Na@iyiclude written statementand
mapped objectives to provide a comprehensive local planning framework with clear policies and objectives
including land use zoning, in the interests of the common goodSEhie (i f S Ma® goinplees the planning
framework for the area and complements the current National, Regional and County policiebjactilves.

Public Consultation

Copies of the Proposed Variation, together with the Strategic Environmental Assessment Report, Habitats
Directive Assessment Natura Impact Report and the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Report may be inspectec
from Thursday 18 April 2026 until Friday 18 May 2026(both dates inclusivejt the following locations:

https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/

Listowel MD Office

Listowel & Ballybunion Public Library

Room 13, Planning Department, County Buildings, Rathass, Tralee

€ e € ¢

Submissions or observations on the proposed Variadimh accompanying Environmental Reports are hereby
invited from the public and interested bodies. Children, or groups or associations representing the interests of
children, are entitled to make submissions or observations. All written submissions or afseswvill be duly
considered by the Planning Authority and taken into consideration before the making of the variation.

Submissions may be made during the period fiiimursdayl6™ April 2026until Friday 15" May 2026.

The proposed variation is accompanied by a Strategic Environmental Assessment Environmental Report setting
out the likely significant effects of implementing the proposed variation, a Habitats Directive Assessment
Natura Impact Report which assesses théeptial for impact on Natura 2000 sites and a Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment Report. Submissions or observations in respect of the Environmental Reports made to the planning
authority within the period specified in the notice will also be taken into aersition before the making of

the proposed variation.
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Members of the public and interest groups are invited to attend open days which will be held at the following
locations:

Ballybunion Community Centr¢  Thursday23 April 2026 from 4pm to 9pm

TarbertCommunity Centre Thursday30™ April 2026 from 4pm to 9pm

Listowel MD Office Thursday7™" May 2026 from 4pm to 9pm

Submissions may be made as follows:

1. Online vianhttps://consult.kerrycoco.ie/

Or

2. Inwriting to
Senior Planner, Planning Policy Unit, Planning Department,
Kerry County Council, County Buildings, Rathass, Tralee, Co. Kelry
FYR YIFEN]J SR Wt NPURASR I NAFGA2Y b2d

() Please make your submission by one medium only, i.e. via the online portal or in hard copy.

w Email submissions will not be accepted.

() All submissions should include your name and a contact address, a map (where appropriate) and, where
relevant, details of any organisation, community group or company etc., which you represent.

() Submissions or aspects of submissions relating to the Environmental Reports (Strategic Environmental

Assessment Environmental Report, Natura Impact Report & Strategic Flood Risk Assessment) should be
clearly marked as such.

w Please do not include personal, confidential or sensitive information in submissions.
w LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

Theclosing datefor submissions iBriday15" May 2026.
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1.1 Listowela dzy A OA LI f S5A&GNROG {SGidftSySyidaQ tftly

ThisSettlement Plan hebeen prepared for lands in thieistowelMunicipal Distric{MD) in accordance with

the requirements and provisions of the Planning & Development A24.2Dhe purpose of the Plan is to set

out a comprehensive local planning framework with clear policies and objectives including land use zoning, in
the interests of the common good. The successful implementation of the Plan will have a positive impact on
the ListowelMD, ensuring it develops in a sustainable manner. In conjunction witiedriweland 2040, the
National Planning Framework (NPF), the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Region
(RSES) and the Kerry County Development Plan@P@28 (KCDP), this Variation will complete the planning
framework for the areaad complement the implementation of the policies and objectives contained in these
higherlevel plans.

This Plan, when adopted, wittplacethe Listowel Town Development Plan as contained in Volume 2 of the
Kerry County Development Plan 262228 and the Listowel Municipal District Local Area Plan-202@.

1.1.1 Kerry County Development Plan (KCDP) 20228

This Variation must be read in conjunction with the K@DP222028 All guidelines and policy documents
referred to in the KCDB022-2028are applicable to this Variation. This Variation does not propose to duplicate
unnecessarily any policy or objective already included in the KOR#2028 Unless otherwise stated, the
policies, objectives and development management standards as set out in the KCDR222&? apply to

this Variation.

l'd LIFNI 2F GKAA LI NI A O @&htlenmehts\PBY iINNRR RidKCR(dkf 2R/ QB5S  gKKI-ARD Kl
Variation No.1 to the KCDP 202028. Tht introduction contains guidance, policies and objectives of
relevance to the settlements contained in th#&an, including in relation to flood risk management, climate
change and biodiversity.

1.2 Overview of the Listowel Municipal District

The principal towns in theistowel MD are Ballybuniand Listowelvhich occupy important roles as regional
towns for the area, as identified in the Kerry County Development Plan2022. Ballyheigue, Ballylongford
and Tarbert occupy important roles as District Towns for the area as identified in the KCEE2822

The MD includes the following settlements as per the Settlement Hierarchy in the KCDRE02822

Settlements

Regional Towns Ballybunionand Listowel

District Towns Ballyheigue, Ballylongford, Tarbert

Villages Abbeydorney, Ballyduff, Causeway, Duagh, Kilflynn, Lixnaw & Moyvane

Small Villages Asdee, Finuge, Kilmoyley, Knockanure & Lisselton

Table 1.1: Settlement Hierarchy
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Figurel.l: Settlementswithin ListowelMunicipal District

1.3 Population Growth & Housing Targets

The distribution of projected population growth throughout the County is set out in the Core Strategy and the
Settlement Hierarchy outlined in Section 3.10 of the KCDP-2028. The Key Towns (Tralee & Killarney) are
envisaged to be the focused towns fgrowth in the County, with Regional Towns and Districts Towns also
accounting for residential growth.

In summary the distribution of the population targets within the Listowel MD reflects the need to focus
development on the Regional Towns of Listowel and Ballybunion, and to a lesser extent in Ballyheigue,
Ballylongford and Tarbert to create the criticahss necessary to support the existing level of services and to
generate demand for new services commensurate with the functions of each settlement.

1.4 Housing Development

It is a core aim of thiBlan that the population of the Key Towns will increase by 30% by 2040 and to a lesser
extent the regional towns which includes Listovegld Ballybunionlt is essential that a critical mass is
developed within all the settlements.
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Settlements withinListowelMD Population 2022 Housing Target

_ Listowel 4,861 415
Regional Town ]
Ballybunion 1,609 160
Ballyheigue 669 60
District Towns Ballylongford 384 35
Tarbert 562 45
Abbeydorney 491
Ballyduff 505
Causeway 177
Villages Duagh 219 432*
Kilflynn 144
Lixnaw 794
Moyvane 405
Small Village Asdee, Finuge, Kilmoyley, n/a 186+
Settlements Knockanure, Lisselton
*Figuregelate to all villages and all small village settlements within the KIDRR2028

Tablel.2: Existing Population & Housing Targets fastowelMD

To date, a significant number of rural developments in the form of-affieural housing has taken place.
Comparative analysis of GeoDirectory residential address database from 2012 to thabdfig@iyhts the

level of development ihistowel MD The points shown oRigurel.2indicate the location of new residential
development from 2012, 2025. 821 additional points have been added in thi8-yearperiod, of these68%

are located in the rural area of théD, that is, outside of the development boundary of the settlements in the
Pan areaFigurel.2indicates that there is still a considerable amount of residential development occurring
outside of settlementsThis pattern of development outsédof existing settlements will continue to weaken

the attractiveness of the towns and villages to inward investment, future jobs and services. Conversely
unsustainable patterns of high rates of development in rural areas can result in excessive capbhaseting
patterns in order to access employment, shops and other services and places greater demands on
uneconomical infrastructure development and the need for other services outside of the main settlement
areas.

Development of residential units within the settlements is key to their growth. It is essential that all new
multiunit residential developments provide an appropriate balance of housing tenure and dwelling size to
achieve integrated communities. New residial developments shall provide an appropriate tenure mix
within the settlementso provide adequate housing opportunities for the different needs of the population.
(SeeVolume 6 of the KCOE®22-2028for Development Management Standajds

1.5Water & Wastewater Management

The supply of residential zoned land is focused in areas where water and wastewater infrastructure and
treatment capacity is available or where planned investment is imminent. The settlements of Ballybunion,
Listowel, Ballyheigue, Ballylongford and Tarbeate been identified as being capable of accommodating
residential development, and Lixnaw can accommodate some additional residential growth.

10
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In cases where infrastructural deficits arise and centrally located suitable lands are available for development;
iKSaS tFryRa KI @S 0SSy SiraegiSHesidinyfiat Behafve & S Strdkegt SBHME 2 T
(O1), where appropriate. These lands are zoned in line with the-tkmng objective of encouraging
consolidation of the town/village core and the retention and improvement of local services and facilities.
Development will be dependent on (amongst otlesues) the availability of infrascture, need and demand

for development. Table 1.3 sets out the latest wastewater treatment and water supply Capacity Register for
the Plan area received from Uisce Eireann.

' Aa0S ;ANBlIyyQa 21adaSelidSN ¢NBFHAGYSyYyd /LI OAGE wS
Wastewater Treatment Plants and the Water Supply Capacity Register provides an indication of available
water supply in County Kerry. The registers arelaipd on an annual basis and are subject to change
throughout the year.
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It is acknowledged that within the small villages settlementthis Municipal District there is no wastewater
infrastructure or no plans for such infrastructure and therefore the KCDP-2022 sets out an objective to

permit clusters of housing served by individual wastewater treatment systems in the small sétdgments

as an alternativetoon@ ¥ ¥ K2 dzaAy3dd CAzNIKSNJ RSGFAfa INB asSid 2dz
{SGGftSYSyGaqQ -m8. 1KS Y/ 5t HAHH

1.6 Natural Environment

The Listowel Municipal District Area has a number of designated nature conservation sites with International,
European and National protection status. International and national trends indicate a rapid increase in
biodiversity loss with habitat fragmentati/loss identified as a key cause. TH&n aims to support existing

local biodiversity in both urban settlements and rural areas and to identify and support opportunities for
enhancement. ThiBlan also acknowledges the importance of biodiversity in buottigating and adapting to
climate change. Green spaces and watercourses within the settlements are also of value, including riparian
O2NNAR2NBA YR &aGNBFIYaARS @S3SalrdAzyod |1 26SOSNE  Ydz
settlements, in famland, be it within High Nature Value (HNV) farmland or within hedgerows and
watercourses located in more intensively farmed areas. Hedgerows, wetlands, watercourses, patches of
woodland or semnatural grasslands all act as steppstgnes within the broder landscape.

11
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1.6.1 Overview of the Natural Environment

The Listowel MD contains a wide variety of habitats of biodiversity value. The coastal areadltotthand

East contain examples of both soft and hard habitats and adjoin intertidal and estuarine habitats, some of
great importance for wintering waterbirds including those associated with the River Shannon and River Fergus
SPA. The Shannon Estuary supports aryafrenarine life and is a very important habitat a resident Bottlenose
Dolphin population. On Kerry head and elsewhere coastal fringe habitatisiding farmed agricultural
grasslands, are important for the amber listed Chough bird speciefdiarea also supports Sand Martins,
Ringed Plover, Breeding Snipe, Red Grouse, Cuckoo, Marsh Fritillary Butterfly and various other species of
biodiversity interest and concerrDrainage in the MD is dominated by the River Feale / Cashen and its
tributaries, many of which form part of the Lower River Shannon SAC. This SAC supports Atlantic Salmon,
Otter, Lamprey and other species.

Peatland habitats and farmland, which support a range of species, are found throughoBatharea.
Plantations of coniferous forest are also common. The Mullaghareirk Mountains, West Limerick Hills and
Mount Eagle Special Protection Area, which is known locally as the Hen Harrier SPA is foulsiuththad

East of thePlan area. This is a protected area of international importance for Hen Harrier, who feed on small
birds and mammals, such as meadow pipits, skylarks and mice. The last breeding it iare also

found in this upland area. Some peatlands, including Moanveanlagh bog are particularly important, as they
are raised bogs or remnants of such, located towardsShghern extent of the habitat range.

Hierarchy Settlement ‘ WWTP Water

Ballybunion

Regional Towsn .
Listowel

Ballyheigue

District Towrs Ballylongford

Tarbert

Abbeydorney

Ballyduff

Causeway

Villages Duagh

Kilflynn

Lixnaw

Moyvane

Asdee

Finuge

Small Villages Kilmoyley

Knockanure

Lisselton

Key: Capacity available Potential capacity
Tablel.3: Water & Wastewater Capacity RegistadEMarch 2026)
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1.6.2 Nature Conservation Designations
European (Natura 2000) site designations are nature conservation sites of international importance. Those
located within theListowelMD include:

Natura 2000 Sites ‘ Site Code
Lower River Shannon SAC 002165
Moanveanlagh Bog SAC 002351
Akeragh, Banna and Barrow Harbour SAC 000332
River Shannon and River Fergus Estuaries SPA 004077
Kerry Head SPA 004189
Stack's to Mullaghareirk Mountains, West Limerick Hills and Mount Eagle 004161
Tralee Bay Complex SPA 004188

Table 1.4European (Natura 2000) site designations within the MD

1.6.3 Other Areas oBiodiversity Interest

Other areas and features of local ecological value include hedgerows, wetlands, watercourses, woodlands and
the high nature value farmlands that cresoss the MD. These areas provide ecological connectivity and space

for nature at a landscape level, ahdOi & WaldSLIIA Y3 &G 2y S &Cekendpadekang G K ¢
watercourses within the settlements are also of value, including riparian corridors and streamside. Elsewhere
within the MD, agricultural grasslands (wet and improved) and wetlandshwaised by birds for foraging and

or for roosting purposes.

1.6.4 Biodiversity Guidance, Pressures, and Opportunities

Efforts should be made to maintain/improve water quality and habitat condition throughouPtearea and

to retain natural features such as field boundaries, tree lines and water features, of importance. In addition,
meaningful opportunities for biodiversity enhancement exist in the MD, as outlined in Section 1.5 of the
overallSttlementsPan Introduction.

The wider MD has attracted interest from energy and related development projects. It is important that such
projects in addition to assessing potential for environmental impact, developers of such projects, should
identify opportunities for biodiversity dmncement, and demonstrate an ambition for biodiversity
enhancement commensurate to the scale of the proposed project / intervention in the landscape. A
meaningful biodiversity enhancemeRian will be required for large scale energy and industrial prsjactthe
Listowel MD area. ThiBlan should incorporate monitoring, as appropriate, so as to verify the expected
impacts and to detect any possible changes warranting the adaptation or reprogramming of biodiversity
enhancement measures.

Improvements to Hen Harrier habitat, invasive species management, the provision of Lesser Horseshoe Bat
roosts and the provision of or improvement of wetland habitat condit@at appropriate locations, are
examples of opportunities for biodiversity enl@ement. In coastal areas, the provision of Chough nesting
boxes may be beneficial. The annual or biennial planting of improved grasslands located in mineral soils, with
crops for pollinators and birds, at appropriate locations, would be particularly b@akfor Hen Harrier and

other species. In wet grassland areas, light grazing by cattle may be more appropriate. The replacement of
O2yAFSNRdza FT2NBAGNE gAGK WaLl OS F2NJ yI G4dzZNBQ & ONHzo
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The lack of natural caves for winter hibernation in the Namurian sandstone and shale of this area is referenced
in the Lesser Horseshoe Bat Species Action Plan202®, within the context of the identified landscape
connectivity gap for the species betere the Kerry and Limerick populations. Accordingly, roost structures
which incorporate or consist of a subterranean hibernaculum (winter roost) element would be particularly
beneficial. Pond creation, at appropriate locations, is a proven method for emfgpbodiversity interest and

would support a range of species found within fan area and can help increase climate change resilience
and improve flood risk management in the catchment.

It is also important that naturdased tourism and recreational projects/ activities are carried out in a manner
which does not unduly harm sensitive species or habitats. In certain areas extra care will need to be taken to
ensure that developments are cguatible with nature conservation objectives for designated sites.

1.7 Connectivity

Thearea is served by the69 Tralee; Listowelg Tarbertg Limerick County Bounds atNG7 Tarbert Island
TarbertNational routes, numerous regional roads and an extensive network of local roads. It is important that
any development in the rural area is acceptable in terms of traffic safety and does not impact negatively on
the carrying capacity and general safetyablic roads in accordance wi@hapterl4 of the KCDP 2022028.

Any additional improvements relating to national roads identified at a local level should be done so in
consultation with and subject to the agreement of Tll and be developed, subjectdpmopriate evidence

base, in accordance with the requirements of Section 2.7 of the DOECLG Spatial Planning and National Roads
Guidelines (2012). FurthermoreCRwill seek to maintain the strategic capacity and safety of the national
roads network and safeguard the investment in the roads.

TFI Local Link Kemffer severabus services, which will increase public transport connectivity arthmdID.

The TarberKillimer Ferry is an important links between Kerry and Clare. This ferry forms a major component
of established tourist routes including the Wild Atlantic Way and is of significant economic importance to their
local hinterlands. It is an objege of the KCDP 2022028 to facilitate and support the continuation and
development of this essential link.

Numerous attractive walking and cycling routes ewishin the MDsuch agshe Greenways, North Kerry Way,
Shannon WayListowel Literary WalkBallybunionCliff Walk and Tarbert Woodland Walkonsiderable
potential exists for the sustainable development of cycle routes, to better connect the towns and villages to
the wider area. KCis committed to improving connectivity with the construction appropriately designed

and locatedcycle lanes, wayfinding/green linkages, safety school access and the promotion of Park and Stride.

1.7.1 Sustainable Transport (Modal Shift)

In order to achieve a modal shift from car use to walking and cycling the Local Authority is committed to
providing pedestrian and cycling facilities and infrastructure, and to require the provision of these facilities in
future developments.

This is in compliance with Objective KCDR Bhd seeks to encourage a modal shift away from the private
car to more sustainable forms of transport, such as public transport, cycling and walking.

An effective and mukltimodal transport system in thBlan area is reliant on the successful integration with

land use planning. The Council will facilitate improved street design in settlements which will encourage more
people to choose to walk, cycle or use public transport, by making the experience safmoam pleasant. It

is envisaged that improved public realm in tandem with the enhanced bus services (Rural Mobility Plan NTA
2022) will encourage a modal shift away from car transport.
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With the high levels of car dependency in t® there are significant challenges with regard to promoting a
modal shift away from private car usage. However, this Plan strives to reduce the reliance on the private car,
by promoting and facilitating more sustainable modes of transport, based on theijlgs of the 1@minute

town, a compact settlement and the toweentre first approach. The Council willeperate closely with other
relevant agencies and stakeholders, including the NTA and TIl to aduvdss shift targets as above, and will

also support zero emission vehicles initiatives (ZEVI).
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2.1 Ballybunion

2.1.1 Introduction and Context

The seaside town of Ballybunion is situated on the Wild Atlantic Way driving route, on the [doghievest
coast of KerrySouth of the Shannon estuary ardorth of the Cashen Feale River estuary. Ballybunion is
approximately 15knNorthwest of Listowel (R553) and 28KKorth of Tralee (R551 & R556). The village of
Ballyduff lies approximately 7km to ti@uth (R551), with Ballylongford 14km to tiNertheast (R551). The
Tarbert Killimer ferry, Foynes Port and Limerick City are all within easy commuting distance.

The town has a longtanding role as a tourist destination, known particularly for the international Ballybunion
Golf Club, coastal attractions along with two blue flag beaches. This has resulted in a local economy primarily
focused on the service and taam sectors.

Designated as BegionalTown within the KCDF2022-2028, Ballybunion functions as a vital service centre for
its rural hinterland. Ballybunion is also an integral part of the North Kerry/Shannon Estuary Network,
strategically positioned to leverage the Atlantic Economic Corridor (AEC) for regionah@c growth. The

I aKSy 9aidzF NeBufh, isiretogriiskdSas dl roposad Mational Heritage Area (001340), while the
coastal waters to th&Vest form part of the LoweRiverShannon SAC (002165).

Figure 2.1: Ballybunion Castle

2.1.2 Vision and Strategy

The strategic vision for Ballybunion has regard to its role at a regional and county level, its social, cultural and
economic assets. The strategic vision also recognises the aspiration of the local community and stakeholders
to work together in partnersip to deliver the sustainable balanced growth of Ballybunion. Faisfacilitates

an increase in the population appropriate to its status d3egionalTown. The consolidation of the town
settlement and the retention and improvement of local services #adilities to serve the town and
surrounding rural area is encouraged.

The importance of the tourism market to the town is recognised and the further development in the quality
and range of the tourism product is vital to securing the kemgn economy of the town and the wider region.
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The sensitive seaside location and the biodiversity interests of designated nature conservation sites in the area
must be safeguarded.

The vision for Ballybunion is to maximise its growth in population and services to a level that
encourage the development of a vibrant town throughout the yeaevitalising the town centre and

boosting economic vitalityand to promote Ballybunion as an attractive yeaound visitor destination,
while maintaining and enhancing its physical assets, unique character and natural attributes.

2.1.3Development of Ballybunion

It is a strategic aim of this Plan to support the sustainable development and growth B&tfienalTowns,

such as Ballybunion, to meet their population targets at a scale, layout and design that reflects the character
of the towns, so they can function as adequate service and employment centres for the surrounding
hinterland. The vision for the town wéhsure that Ballybuniodevelops in a sustainable manner and in a way
that will improve the quality of life for all. In particular, improvements to theltbenvironment and public
domain will attract more visitors and investment to the town.

.~ Census 2016  Census 2022
Population 1,413 1,609
Table 2.1: Population Increase 2016 to 2022

Ballybunion recorded a population of D®in the 2022 census, representing & 9% increase on the 2016
Census population, which stood at 1,413. The following table illustrates the projected housing provision of 160
dwellings within the settlement boundakyhich isin accordance with the Core Strategy housing target for the
town, as set out in the KCDP 262228.

Projected Housing Provision (No.)
Ballybunion 160
Table 22: Housing Unit Target

T

Figure 22: Gléineach Residential Scheme, Ballybunion

2.1.3.1 Sustainable Residential Development

Future residential development will only be permitted on appropriately zoned land, on infill sites and on sites
contiguous to the town centre. This policy aims to avoid the leapfrogging of more suitable development lands
and will ensure a sustainable andnepact urban formlt is essential that these sites are developed in a
coordinated manner to provide new residential and community/social uses that prioritise walking, cycling and
permeability between areas and the town centre maximising the existing aopoped routes, planned
cycleways and new civic/amenity spaces.
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It is a requirement that development is in compliance with the Sustainable Residential Development and
Compact Settlements Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2084). developments shall recognise the need

to allow for the consolidation of the town and development of a sense of place. It is recommended that all
new individual housing schemes should be of an appropriate scale and density. Development must provide an
appropriate range of house types and tenure mix.

In order to further achieve sustainable residential development, the Council will facilitate infill development
where schemes comply with relevant planning policies and where the proposals will not materially impact
upon the residential amenity or charactef neighbouring developments. The redevelopment of designated
infill and brownfield sites in the town centre and the tackling of dereliction in the area is also key to the
continued compact growth of the town.

2.1.3.2 Holiday Homes

The attractiveness of the town and surrounding area has led to significant demand over the years for holiday
homes/second homes and mobile homes. Approximately 32% of the housing stock, or 39Cem#ss 2022)

fall into the category of holiday homes. Having regard to the significant number of holiday/second homes in
Ballybunion, no additional holiday/ second homes shall be permitted on lands zoneR1f@¢Proposed
Residential), R4 (Strategic Residential Reserve) and M1 (MixedTWeepolicy objectives thisPlan will also
facilitate the change of use of holiday homes to permanent places of residence where appropriate and subject
to compliance with development management standards.

Figure 23: Ballybunion Beach

2.1.3.3 Backland and Infill Development

There are significant tracts of lands available particulaflyp I O 1 fvhickf Bré& Suitable for residential
development. These lands are within walking distance of the town centre and all available services and
amenities. Of particular note are the narrow strips of lagdath of Kit Ahern Road. It is an objective of this
Pan to make effective use of infill, brownfield and back land sites and prevent unnecessary ribbon
development.
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BallybunionResidential Development Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP BM Facilitate thesustainablalevelopment of 160 residential units within the Ballybunion to
boundary, in accordance with the Core Strategy housing target for the town, as set
the KCDP 2022028.

KCDP B Ensure that all new residential applications in Ballybunion comprising of more than 1(
shall include the following:
1 A community and social audit; and
1 A housing type/tenure audit, to assess if additional facilities are needed to
for the proposed development and to promote a variety of housing
apartment types, as well as tenure diversity and mix.

KCDP B8 Ensure that new development in Ballybunion shall contribute towards a comr
settlement structure through making effective use of infill, brownfield and back land
and preventing unnecessary ribbon development.

KCDP BM Prohibit holiday homes on lands zoned for R1 (Proposed Residemiél)Strategic
Residential Reservend M1 (Mixed Use)Residential development shall be restricted
developments proposed for permanent places of residences only.

KCDP B Facilitate the change of use of holiday homes to permanent places of residen
Ballybunion, subjedb compliance with development management standards.

2.1.4 Ballybunion Town Centre

Ballybunion benefits from having a compact and vibrant town centre. Further employment opportunities and
LISNYIFySyd NBAARSYGAlFf RS@GSt2LIYSyld oAttt NBpoieF 2 NOS
objectives of this Plan also place a strong focus on strengthening the offering of the town centre, including the
connectivity and permeability of the area.

¢tKS LRftAOe 202S8S0GA©®Sa 2F GKAa {SGdGfSYSyidQa tflty
upgrading its core/public realm, attracting businesses, and enhancing retail. Aligned with the Town Centre
First initiative, the Plan aims to reducacancy, boost economic vitality, and foster a lively hub for commerce,

ASNDAOSE&sS yR Odzf GdzNBod | RAGSNAS YAE 2F dzaSa o6Aff

It is an objective of thiBlan to facilitate the preparation of a Town CenfgstPlan for Ballybunion. ThBlan

will address the above issues in greater detail, incorporating them into a comprehensive strategy of
interventions which will assist in the regeneration of the town centre, making it an attractive place to live
work and visit. Thédan will also address the physical enhancement and improvement of the town centre
through urban design measures.
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Figure 24: Main Street, Ballybunion (facingast)

Ballybunion Town Centre Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP BN Facilitate the preparation of a Tow®entreFirstPlan to address the issues pertaining
the development of Ballybunion town centre. Thi#an will address the physic:
enhancement and improvement of the town centre through urban design measures

KCDP BN Sustainablyplan for and prioritise the regeneration of Ballybunion Town Centre
compact town for residential, employment and services that are accessible by susta
modes of transport including walking, cycling and public transport.

KCDP B8 Facilitatedevelopmentghat will contribute to an enhanced provision ofaade range of
town centre usesn Ballybunion

KCDP B Encourage the use of upper floors in the town centre of Ballybunion for commerc
residential use.

KCDP BNO Prohibit development which is not compatible with the creation of an attractive vib
town centre, and which would detract from the quality of the urban environmerit
Ballybunion

2.1.5 Retail in Ballybunion

In order to ensure appropriate level of services for both residents and visitois important that both
convenience and comparison retail is retained and expanded upon particularly.given f & ostiatid\a® & Q a
Regional Town. As well as this, in order to increase footfall in the town core and to create an attractive area
conducive to retail, it is an objective of tH#an to support improvements to pedestrian infrastructure and
public realm. An improvement in the range and number of retail outletghie town is necessary to further
develop the town centre and to allow for a much greater degree ofséffciencyThe accompanying zoning

map identifies land within the town centre suitable to accommodate a mix of uses, including retail uses.

The Council, in accordance with the Retail Planning Guidelines for Local Authorities [DECLG, 2012] will
continue to support the viability of the town centre, including applyind & 2 6y / S wpiprddsh, €€ A NB&
sequential test for development. Ballybunion is a Regional Town and in line with the county retail hierarchy,
the Council will seek to support an appropriate range of retail uBesCouncil will seek to ensure that ground

floor uses promote a high level of daytime footfall, activity and animadiod avoid an oveproliferation of
inappropriate uses.
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Figure 25: Main Street, Ballybunion (facing\/est) |

The vitality and viability of the town centre will be protected into the future by ensuring that retail
development is located in the town centre. The provision of further convenience shopping facilities in the
town will help minimise shopping leakage t@lEe and Listowel. The future prosperity of retail development

in the town relies on the following:

The vitality and viability of the town centre being maintained;

An attractive shopping environment is created with a wide range of shops and services;

The loss of shoppers to larger towns, for convenience goods especially, needs to be minimised by
ensuring the orgoing strength and dominance of the town centre and the increase of convenience
shopping in town; and

w A sequential approach is adopted in the assessment of all retail planning applications.

€ €E€

BallybunionRetail Development Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP BN 1 Ensure that the town centre of Ballybunion shall be the primary location for retail
and that relevant developments comply with The Retail Planning Guidelines for
Authorities[ DECLG, 2012and the Town Centre First approach.

KCDP BN2 Prevent an ovesupply or dominance of betting offices/casinos/gaming arcac
discount/phone/vape shops, fagbod outlets, takeaways and off licenses in the m
streets of Ballybunion, in order to ensure that the vibrancy and vitality of these sti®:
maintained.

KCDP BN 3 Require new development proposals on the M&imeetof Ballybuniorto provide active
uses on the ground floor, where appropriate.

KCDP BN4 Encourage the preservation and refurbishment of existing traditional shopfronts
name plates in appropriate materials, within Ballybunion.

2.1.6Built Environment, Heritage antrban Form
The town of Ballybunion has largely developed in a linear fashion along the main approaci{Saadisill
Road, Doon Road and the R}5This linear development pattern is partly due to its location adjacent to the
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sea and the resulting physical restrictionsisliimear development pattern iparticularly evident withirthe
distance from Ahafona Cross to the top of Doon Road.

Ballybunion has a compact urban core, formed by the triangle of Main Street, Cliff Road, and Church Road.
Main Street which rungVest toEast from the Castle Green area effectively bisects the town and also provides
the main access to the beach front area and contains a nhumbierotécted Sructures. It is an objective of

this Plan to ensure that new development in Ballybunion shall contribute towards a compact settlement
structure through making effective use of infill, brownfield and back land sitepesdnting unnecessary
ribbon development.

In order to attract permanent residents, and maintain the expanding tourism economy in the town, it is
important that the attractiveness of the urban environment within the town is improved. It is also an objective
to pursue derelict sites, promote stree@pe and civic area improvements throughout the town to attain an
attractive urban environment, while protecting features of architectural and cultural importakaeitionally,

it is anobjective of thidhlan to support improvement works which enhance thablic realm of Ballybunion.

FffteodzyAz2yQa RAAGAYOUAGS aStiAy3a ' YARaOG RNXYFGAO
natural asset. Within théan area, some lands have been identified as green spaces requiring conservation
and protection where they adjoin sensitive designated lakdssuch, ie accompanying Ballybuniaoning
map includestD-6 | Yy R& O LIS LING theS/eét bf 2hg tonNB | & Q

2.1.6.1 Protected Structures

There are a number of structur@s Ballybunion that arencluded on the Record of Protected Structures (RPS)

each recognised for their historical, architectural, or cultural significance (See Volume 3 of the KCDP 2022
2028). These buildings and sites are carefully preserved, offering a tangible connection to the past and serving
as important landmarks for bottotal and visitorsL y Of dzZRSR 2y GKS wt { A& {FAyid
Former Coach House at Sandhill Road, the former Post Office at Meéh, 8te Former School House at Main
{GNBSGZ DSNIfR hQ/2yy2NltdzofAO | 2dz2ASs ¢KS {K2NIiAa
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Figure 26: Protected Structures within Ballybunion
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It is an objective of thiBlan to support the reuse and sensitive adaptation of underutilized buildings, including
protected structures, where appropriate. Consideration will be given to proposals that seek to bring such
buildings back into sustainable use, provided that any devetn, modification, alteration, or extension
affecting aProtected Sructure and/or its setting, including designed landscape features and important views,
is compatible with and does not detract from the special character of the structure.

Ballybunion Built EnvironmentHeritageand Urban Form Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP BN5 Promote new streetscape developmentgithin the town and ensure that all new
development located on main entrance routes to Ballybunion positively adds tc
streetscape/urban edge by promoting sense of place, quality, distinctiveness and
quality urban design.

KCDP BN6 Support works which enhance the public realm witlBallybunion in a sustainable
manner.

KCDP BN7 Ensure that the design of new premises or the refurbishment of existing premis
Ballybunionis sympathetic to existing development in the vicinity and is of a de
composition that enhances the streetscape.

KCDP BM8 Investigate the feasibilitgnd support the delivergf a multipurpose plaza, in Ballybunic
Town Centre, at an appropriate locatioasa means of promoting urban renewal ar
enhancing the public realm

KCDP BN9 Ensure that all development shall have regard to the scale and setting of the town
attractive environmentally sensitive coastal landscape.

KCDP BRO Protect the recorded monuments in Ballybunion, including their landscape settings,
aspect and monument intevisibility.

KCDP BR1 Protect buildings and streetscapes which form parBaflybunio®2d KA & G 2 NR
architectural heritage.

KCDP B2 Facilitate and support the reuse and sensitive adaptation of underutilized build
including protected structures, where appropriaia Ballybunion
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2.16.2Natural Heritage and Biodiversity

.FffteodzyAz2yQa RAAGAYOGAGS aSidAy3a FYARAG RNIYFGAO
natural asset. Land directly to tH@uth of the town has been desighated as a proposed National Heritage
Area (Cashen Estuary 001340) while coastal waters toMbst of the town from part of thd.ower River
Shannon SA®02165). Within the plan area, some lands have been identified as green spaces requiring
conservation and protection where they adjoin sensitive designated lands. It is theadforgortance that
development proposals do not adversely impact on Natura 2000 sites, either by way of water pollution,
tramping of sensitive vegetation / habitats, wildlife disturbance or otherwise.

2.1.7 Sustainable Communities

l'a LI NI 2F GKA&a {SGdtSYySydaqQ tftlys GKS /[ 2dzyOAaf NE
infrastructure of a high standard, in the most appropriate locations is important for all ages and abilities in
society and is an essential compome building sustainable and properly planned communities.

5SSt 2LIAYy3 (KS (2oyQa &a20AFf AYTFNFadNUHzOGdz2NB | yR |
ambience and attractiveness of the town. The town has a range of facilities including Scoil iBeaggiin
VK22t | YR SfoidarySNVE A SLIK QB DI NR Chufcl, & librarg BallybynidndCorvauifity” Q a
Centre, outdoor sports facilities and leisure centre with a swimming pool. The Tintedn Theatre is located to
the East of the town centrein close proximity to th&lationalSchool and churlg, it is a purpose built 500 fixed

raked seat theatre which hosts concerts and events gearround basis. The policy objectives of tian
supportthe delivery of further community/social facilities.

There are several active community groups in Ballybunion, including the community centre and senior citizen
meals on wheels. Some of the groups fall under the umbrella of Ballybunion Community Forum including
Brilliant Ballybuniomnd out of this the Ballybunion Nature Group was formede MOYA (Meditation, Ocean,

Yoga & Art) festival takes place in Ballybunion on the May Bank Holiday every year and is a festival of wellness
and nature which attracts up to 5,000 visitors over the weekend of events.

Figure 28: Tintean Theatre, Ballybunion
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Ballybunion Communityand Saocial Infrastructure Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP B3 Support local sports groups, community groups and other groups in the developme
facilities which positively contribute to the community & social infrastructure
Ballybunion, at appropriate locations.

KCDP B4 Support and facilitate the delivery of additional educational facilities, where appropr
in Ballybunion.

KCDP BR5 Support the delivery of additional sports/recreational facilities, at appropriate locat
within Ballybunion.

2.1.8 Employment and Economic Activity

TheRegionalTown of Ballybunion provides important connections with adjoining regions and has the capacity
and potential to accommodate future growth in tandem with the requisite investment in employment
creation, services and amenities. There are several land usegsoin the town that will accommodate
employment uses, including mixete and tourism uses. The zoning of land for such employment uses will
help stimulate development at appropriate locations and provide employment.

Ballybunion functions as a vital service centre for its rural hinterland. Ballybunion is an integral part of the
North Kerry/Shannon Estuary Network, strategically positioned to leverage the Atlantic Economic Corridor
(AEC) for regional economic growth.STh ¥2 Odza Aa 2y SyKIFyOAy3I . I ff&oddzy.
transportation and digital connectivity, to support its linkage with the AEC.

It is an objective of thiBlan to support the delivery of digital/remote working hubs. Tubs offer a unique

and alternative workplace for many flexible and remote work&isseHubs allow people working remotely

to achieve a lifestyle that they may not have done otherwise. This initiative promotes community,
collaboration, accessibility and rural revitalisation.

The location of the town does not generate significant business from through traffic and is largely reliant on
the seasonal tourism trade and visitors to complement its service role. The town has a large rural hinterland
and is therefore closely linked withe agricultural sector.

Ballybunion Employment and Economic Activity Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP BX6 Promote Ballybunion as an employment centre and encourage the developme
appropriately zoned land, vacant units, brownfield, derelict and infill sites for employi
creation in Ballybunion, subject to normal planning and environmental criteria.

KCDP BR7 Encourage the sustainable expansion in the range and number of commercial s¢
within Ballybuniorto provide local employment and improve the quality of life of the lo
community.

KCDP BX8 Support the sustainable development of digital/ remote working hubs within Ballybur

KCDP B9 Support development and economic activity associated with the Atlantic Econ
Corridor, where appropriate.
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2.1.9 Tourism and Outdoor Recreation

I £ f &0dzyA 2y Qilesterd Sehbdard2wth tie Bhatdn&nE stuary to Meeth and the Cashen River
to the South make it an ideal location and base for leisure. Ballybunion is a designated discovery point on the
Wild Atlantic Way driving route. Together with the natural backdrop of the sea cliffs, its pristine beaches and
internationally renowned golf course, Bdounion has significant potential to augment and expand its tourism
sector. The Ballybunion golf courses are a huge tourism draw with the club and pro golf shop turaing ov
NEBSydzS Ay SEOS&aa 2F ey Yedafrduddbohletploymentin YR Al |

Figure 29: View of Ballybunion Golf Course (faciiprth)

The importance of the tourism market to the town is recognised with further development in the quality and
range of tourism attractions vital to securing the letegm economy of the town and the wider region. New
opportunities exist in outdoor pursuitf)éluding water based and walking activities. Rtés encourages the
sustainable improvement of existing and new recreational facilities at appropriate locations which would focus
on strengths of the town.

Tourism is a significant part of the loeglonomy,and the traditional character and vernacular architecture of
GKS 26y Aa Fy AYLERNIIYyGd LINL 2F GKS 26y Qa (2 dz2NR
summer season and to encourage an increase in overnight stays. It is a polaiywel)éthis Plan to support

the development of higlguality visitor accommodation within the town, at appropriate locations.

It is an objective of thi®lan to support the sustainable delivery of improved beach facilities at appropriate
locations.KCCrecently announced appr@d proposals for a Part 8/Local Authority development of a new
Water Based Activity/Beach Facility, at Ballybunion South Béecpart of this project accessibility for all,
from the town to the beach, will be improveidihe project will benefit the local communig/tourism sector.
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The project includs
1 A Water Based Activity facility consisting of covered central space, individual showers and changing
Odzo A Of Sax 2/ OdzoAOf Sar WOKIFy3IAy3ad aLl 05aQ O2YLX
shower room, storage spaces, public lockers, plant roomeawernal showers;
1 APublic realm area adjacent to the facility to tie into existing promenade

It should also be noted that the Cliff Coast Destination and Experience Development Plan (CCDEDP), which is
a fiveyear QustainableTourismDevelopmentPlan for North Kerry and West Clare, was launched in February
2025.Some of its key objectives includattracting visitors and retain them for longer in the destination;
unlocking the economic growth potential of an aread strengthening the value of tourism to the local
community by providing sustainable employment opportunities.

Ballybunion Tourism Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP B8O Promote the development of Ballybunion as a yeaund tourist destination, based on
high quality and diverse range of tourism product, while protecting the underl
environmental attributes and resources in the area.

KCDP Bi81 Support the development of highuality visitor accommodation withiBallybunion at
appropriate locations.

KCDP B2 Facilitate quality developments that will help improve the tourism potential
Ballybunion

KCDP B83 Work with Failte Ireland, for the further enhancement and promotion of the Wild Atla
Way touring route and connected loops off the main spine.

KCDP B4 Support thesustainableprovision of sporting/ outdoor recreation, cultural and amen
facilities in the town at appropriate locations, as a means of boosting the tourism pote
of Ballybunion

KCDP B85 Facilitate and support theustainabledevelopment of Ballybunion South Beach Facil
Support the delivery of similar upgraded and new beach facility projects in Ballybuni
appropriate locations.

KCDP B#86 Facilitate and support thesustainabledevelopment of a campervan facility, at ¢
appropriate locationin Ballybunion subject to normal planning and environment
considerations.

KCDP Bi7 Facilitate and support the sustainable delivery of projent8allybunionjdentified and
environmentally assessed in the Cliff Coast Destination Experience Development P!

2.1.10 Urban Regeneration

There are a number of areas in the town centre that are in need of physical and environmental improvement
works and offer the potential to greatly improve the appearance of the toW@Cwill facilitate the
development of opportunity sites and regeneration neighbourhoods, in order to improve these areas and
AYONBIFAS GAlGlrtAdle YR @GAONIyOed Ly (GSNXa 2F dNBIyY
regeneration and a nurrdy of opportunity sites.
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Figure 2.1: Opportunity Sites & Regeneration Neighbourhoods

2.1.10.1 Regeneration Neighbourhoed

The Main Street is the focus of the town centre and is important in terms of providing an attractive public
domain for people to visit, live, shop, socialise and work in. This area requires urban enhancements with some
of the buildings requiring attentianTheexistingbuilt fabricin these areas could be enhanced in order to
provide improvedurban space.

Regeneration Neighbourhoods have been identified within the town, namely along the Main Street, as well as
some of the laneways. A section of the Main Street contains a number of vacant properties at ground and first
floor level and has thereforebeen designated as a regeneration neighbourhood, in order to encourage
investment to renovate or redevelop these properties and enhance the streetscape.

The Council will facilitate the reuse and refurbishment of vacant and underutilised properties/sites within the
Regeneration NeighbourhosdThe revitalisation will also provide a safer environment for pedestrians and
other road users. A reduction to development contributishgll applyin areas/streets that are identified for
renewal and regeneratioas perKCC Development Contributions Scheme 2017.

2.1.10.2 Opportunity Sites
Opportunity sites are sites of prime importance to the economic regeneration and urban fabric enhancement
of the town. Three such sites have been identified in Ballybunion. Reduced development contributions will
apply to particular sites as perCiCDevelopment Contributions Scheme 2017. The Opportunity Sites are
described as follows:

Opportunity

(1) Sandhill Road Site
Site 1

Attributes I This site has a very prominent position, close to the centre of Ballybunion, o
seaward side of Sandhill Road, at the junction of Strand Road and the main
point to the South Beach, via Strand Road.

1 At present part of this site is in use asapark The site also includes land that
in use as an outdoor dining area.
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1 The site offers spectacular vieWgestwards over thé&outh beach, amenity area
and cliffs, including the ruins of Ballybunion Castle.
Zoned M1¢ Mixed Use.
This site presents an opportunity for several ysesluding tourism.
The development of this site will need to be of a high architectural standard
assimilate into this sensitive seaside location. A detailed urban design state
will be required for the site.
A Land Use Plan is required to guide the comprehensive development of thig
The site is locateth the vicinityof the LowerRiver Shannon SAC (00218Eitura
2000 site Any proposed development will be required to demonstr;
compatibility with the Natue Conservation Objectives of this site.
w Opportunities for biodiversity enhancement should be identified in consulta
with the NPWS / ecological specialists.

Development
Potential
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Opportunity (2) Town Centre Site [North of Main Street, Frontage onto Spraymo
Site 2 Road, to the North]

Attributes w This site is located to thidorth of Main Street, West of Church Road. Spraymo

Road is located to thBorth, where the site has a large frontage.

Zoned M1¢ Mixed Use.

Given its location, the site has the potential for development of a mix of t

centre uses.

w Development proposals on this site must provide good access for pedest
linkages/integration between established developments and be of a very |
quality urban design.

w A detailed urban design statement will be required in relation to any developr

proposals on this site.

A Land Use Plan is required to guide the comprehensive development of this

Potential to develop this town centre site in a manner which contributes positi

towards vibrancy in the town centre through a mix of uses, active streetscape

pedestrian linkages.

w Opportunities for biodiversity enhancement should be identified in consultal
with the NPWS / ecological specialists.

Development
Potential
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Opportunity (3) Site 3: Golf Hotel Site
Site 3

Attributes

This multistorey hotel site occupies a very prominent position on the Main St
and can be viewed from a distance in the surrounding area.
The hotel is now over 50 years old.

Zoned M1¢ Mixed Use.
An opportunity arises to relevelop this site for a mix of uses, as appropriate.

Appropriate use ohigh-quality architectural design and materials will be requir
in any redevelopment to ensure the development contributes positively to |
overall attractiveness of the street. A detailed urban design statement wil

required to accompany any proposal received.

€

Development
Potential
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BALLYBUNNION

2.1.10.3 Derelict Sites
The redevelopment of designated infill and brownfield sites in the town centre and the tackling of dereliction

in the area is key to the continued compact growth of the town, in accordance with the NPF and the RSES,
creating more sustainable communitiestiwn the town. The refurbishment and +ese of the historic
buildings to apply best practice in energy efficiency will also contribute to reducing carbon emissions and

contribute to the creation of new sustainable communities.

A number of derelict and/or vacant properties have been identified in the town. These sites are being
addressedby the Council under the provisions of the Derelict Sites Act 1990. The Council will engage with
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property owners to bring them back into us€C&ncourages the redevelopment of derelict sites throughout
the town and manages and implements schemes tactivate vacant and derelict properties, namely the
Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant and the Repair and Lease Scheme.

Ballybunion Regeneration Neighbourhoaghd Opportunity Sites Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP B188 Encourage thesustainabledevelopment and renewal of the designhated Regener:
Neighbourhood and Opportunity Sites in Ballybunion.

KCDP B9 Encourage thesustainabledevelopment and renewal of vacant, derelict and underutil
@ sites/buildings within the settlement boundary of Ballybunion.

KCDP BMO Promote the Town Centre First Approach as a mechanism to regenerate and sus
urban core area of Ballybunion.

KCDP BM1 Support the designation/development of an Urban Development Zone, a Priority Are
Masterplan or other appropriate land ug¥an inBallybunion at suitable locations.

2.1.11 Transport Connectivity

2.1.11.1 Vehicular Traffic/ Public Transport

Ballybunion is located on th&/ild Atlantic Waycoastal route, connecting it to Listowel and Tralee, and serves
as a key point in the North Kerry/Shannon Estuary Network, linking to major infrastructure like the Tarbert
Ferry and LimerickBallybunion attracts large numbers of visitors during the summenths and at other
select times during the year particularly during periods of fine weather.

Indicative access routes are identified to provide access to future areas of development, back land areas and
to facilitate indepth development and a more compact urban form. It is recognised that traffic management
remains challenging during the touriseason. This renders coach movement and parking difficult. It is an
objective of thidPlan to facilitate the development of car parks with the capacity to accommodate dedicated
tour bus parkingn Ballybunion

In terms of public transport, Route 272 connects Tralee to Ballybunion via Abbeydorney, Lixnaw, and Listowel.
Route 314connects Limerick to Ballybunion via Foynes, Tarbert, and Listowel. There are also a number of TFI
Local Links, such as Route 274 (Tarbert to Tralee), R27 (Lisselton to Tralee] and Rouf€6@89ay to
Listowe).

Improved transport infrastructure, pedestrian permeability and traffic management can significantly enhance
0KS RS@OSt2LIWSyd LRGSYGaArt 2F .| ff&odzy svehighrelatekoh & { S
improved pedestrian connectivity, EV Charging, Active Travel, Bus/ Coach Parking and irapstaiedble

linkages between the beaeland town centre.

2.1.11.2 Smarter Travel/ Active Travel

Cycling and walking routes not only facilitate leisure and recreatiosesbut have significant potential to

serve as commuter routes providing access to places of work, school and other destinations. Active Travel is
also a key component of sustainable transport policy in climate action and is a crucial part of thelaftoid
improve model to cut greenhouse gas emissions. KCC is committed to developing new and enhancing existing
cycling and walking infrastructure.
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Figure 2.2: View of Ballybunion Cliff Walk from Nuns Beach

The absence of adequate pedestrian infrastructure around areas such as Church Road to Cliff/Doon Road and
the areas to theSuth of Main Street an@ast of Sandhill Road needs to be addressed. It is an objective of this
Plan to improve pedestrian priority and infrastructure of Ballybunion. KCC will promote and facilitate greater
active travel connectivity and the creation of linkages between existing/proposed residential areas and the
town core in order to increase vitaliand vibrancy.

The Ballybunion slope stabilisation programme, led by KCC, focuses on mitigating risks from earth slippages
and coastal erosion on critical routes, specific@lljf Road (L120BndGlen Road (L6206). This initiative is
driven by the need to secure thdif€Eface,in a sustainable mannewhere large rocks have become exposed

due to extreme weather conditions, posing safety riskés an objective of thisPlan to support works and
initiatives relating to the slope stabilisation programme, owing to thpact upon the local road network.

¢CKS / 2dzy OAf NEO23ayArasSa (GKS LRIOSYGALl 2F YSNNEQA
Greenways for walking and cycling routes. Volume 1 of the KCDPZIZ®(Page 300) sets out the proposed
greenways for the County. Some of the formaitway lines in Kerry have already been developed and others
have the potential to be developed &3 NI S yThdredisapitantial to develop a Listowel to Ballybunion
Greenway linkin a sustainable manner subject to route selection and environmensaisamentThe North

Kerry route(yellow)shown on the following figure shows the existing North Kerry Way walking trail

=== North Kerry Tralee to Listowel * {/ s f
North Kerry ** {
= Tralee to Fenit

— g

Figure 2.B: Greenway Strategy showing North Kerry Rou{&reen & Orange)

Other active travel initiatives include the Park and Stride scheme which encourages parents to park at a
designated location, roughly 10 minutes away from a school and walk the final leg of the journey. A central
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focus of the scheme is to support the delivery of park and stride facilities, particularly around key areas such
as schools. It is an objective of this Plan to support Park and Stride initiatives, in Ballybunion. This objective
also aligns with wider sudtaable transport, active travel anaonectivity policies

BallybunionTransport and Active Travel/ Movement Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP BM2 Promote a more pedestrian friendly environment through the provision of traffic calr
measures and improved pedestrian infrastructure, such as new footpaths and pede
crossings, at appropriate locationgithin Ballybunion

KCDP BM3 Reserve the identified indicative access points to facilitate orderly developmer
indicated on the Ballybunion Zoning Map.

KCDP BM4 Facilitate and support a cycle and pedestrian friendly network throughout Ballybu

@ 5SSt 2LIyYSyida Ay dz2NBlyYy FNBFa akKlftft KI¢
2023), the National Sustainable Mobility Policy (2@P30) or subsequent updatehe
the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (2019 & 2020).

KCDP BM5 Facilitate thesustainabledevelopment of car parks with the capacity to accommod
dedicated tour bus parkingt appropriate locationsn Ballybunion

KCDP BM6 Promote the sustainable development of a high quality, easily accessible beachfror
improved linkages between the beaches and the town cenfrBallybunion subject to
environmental assessment.

KCDP BM7 Support safe and secure cycle parking and EV Charging Points in Ballybunion,

@ appropriate and if feasible.

KCDP BM8 Support works and initiatives relating to the slope stabilisation programme, whi
relevant to Cliff Road and Glen Road, in Ballybuniora sustainable manner which
compatible with the requirements of the Habitats Directive

KCDP BM9 Facilitate the sustainable development of the Listowel to Ballybunion Greenmayding
a route selection process, which takes into account environmental sensitivities

KCDP BNO Support initiatives in Ballybunion which relate to tx@vision ofPark and Stridéacilities

@ at suitable locations

2.1.12  Infrastructure

2.1.12.1 Water and Wastewater Management

The Ballybunion Wastewater Treatment Plant is located to3heh of the town, in Ballyeagh, close to the
Cashen River. The Wastewaf@eatment Capacity Register maintained by Uisce Eireann indicates that
Ballybunion i$GNJB Swftéregards to capacity, which as an indicator shows that there is spare capacity in the
treatment system to allow for the accommodation of future development and population growth.
Notwithstanding this it is importantthat development proposals identify opportunities for incorption of
nature-basedsolutions to storm water management, to help purify water and to reduce the risk of storm
overflows.

The separatdlisce Eireann \ater upply CapacityRegister relevant to Ballybunion is currendly! Y 6 véhigi

indicates that capacity is available to meet CDP population targets with level of service improvements
required.
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2.1.12.2 Flood Risk Management

A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment has been carried out for all Settlement Plans and has informed the land use
zonings. Flood Maps indicating those areas thatadnésk of flooding are included in the relevant sections.
Development which in the opinion of the Council would have an unacceptable risk of flooding or which would
result in an unacceptable risk of flooding elsewhere shall not be permitted.

The CFRAM maps (Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management) and all other available flood risk data
sets have been used to identify greenfield lands that are at riskoofling,and these areas are determined
inappropriate for residential and vulnerable development due to the potential flood risk. The Precautionary
Principle has been applied to land use zoning (residential and vulnerable development land uses) in this Plan
with the HighEnd Future Scenario (HEFS) which allows for climate chahgg¢aken into consideration.
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2.2 Listowel

2.2.1 Introduction and Context

Listowel is the capital of North Kerry and the third largest urban centre in County Kerry. Designated as a
Regional town, Listowel is a heritage town and a busy retail centre for North Kerry and West Limerick. The
town has traditionally been the economic hub for the wider North Kerry hinterland, including several smaller
settlements and serves as the primary employment location for both its own community and surrounding
communities alikeListowel has attractive amenity areas within the town, includingd@rslPark & Woodlands

and The River Feale Walk which is parallel to the town centre, forming part of the RoveeBhannon SAC.

¢KS a0NBYy3IGKSYyAy3a 2F [A&ai(26StQa daNblyYy FFLoNAROI GKS
f20Ff AYFNF AGNHzZOGdZNE | yR GNI yalLR2 NI O2yySOUGA@AdGE |
include its proximity to the Port of lFoes (32 km) and to the Ballylongfef@rbertlandoank(12 km). The N69
Listowel Bypass was opened in Autumn 2024 and Transport Infrastructure Ireland [TII] estimates indicate that
the project diverts 7,000 vehicles per day away from Listowel town centtdle greatly enhancing
infrastructure and accessibility in North Kerry.

Listowel has a strong tradition of successfully hosting festivals, including the Listowel races, fleadhasheoils,
well as manyfood and literaturefestivals The opening of the North Kerry Greenway in Spring 2022, the
proximity of Listowel to the Wild Atlantic Way and its status as#{e A G S NI NB / |highlights the 2 T L
potential for transformational growth in sustainable tourism development. As a designated heritage town,

[ AaG26St Qa dzyAljdzS | NOKA (SO dzNBense gf RentityiaNdSaithicanbriuedS & >
local community participation, Listowel offers a unique place to invest, work and live.

S
Figure 215y { | Ay U

L-
W2KYy Qa3 / KdzZNOK YR [A&ad2¢SH

2.2.2 Vision and Strategy

Listowel is a desighated Regional Town which acts as an economic driver for North Kerry. The Strategic Vision
for Listowel also has regard to its role at a regional and county level, its social, cultural and economic assets
and in recognition of the asgition of the local community and stakeholders to work together in partnership

to deliver the sustainable balanced growth of the town. The policy objectives of this Plan promote the role of
Listowel as the primary urban centre for North Kerry and buildrupp® inherent strengths as a centre for
innovation, enterprise growth, culture and tourism.

36



LISTOWBUunicipal District

The long term vision fokistowelis for the continued growttand development of the town as the primary
urban centreand selfsustaining economic drivefor North Kerrywith key employment, educational,
cultural, service and tourist functions to ensure that the town develops in a sustainable manner and
way that will improve the quality of life for residents and visitors alike.

2.2.3 Development of Listowel

A key policy of th&CDP 2022028 is to enhance the economic development of Kerry by the development of
Regional Towns, such as Listowel. The settlement strategy of the KCDEO2@22 to support the sustainable
development and growth of the regional towns to meet theippéation target at a scale, layout and design
that reflects the character of the towns, so they can function as adequate service and employment centres for
the surrounding hinterland.

The town recorded a population of 4,861 in the 2022 census. The Core StrategyK€DH#0222028is
based upon the projected delivery of 415 residential units which sets the relevant housing target.

~ Projected Housing Provision (No.
Listowel 415

Table 23: Listowel Housing Unit Target

The objectives of thidlan will ensure that Listowel develops in a sustainable mantrerparticular,
improvements to the built environment and public domain will continue to attract visitors and investment to
0KS 26yod ¢KS RS@St2LIYSyd 2F [Aad2¢6Sf Aa FT20dzaSR
character, while adaptingral responding to contemporary needs and the requirement for balanced growth.

2.2.3.1 Sustainable Residential Development

Future residential development will only be permitted appropriately zoned land, on infill sites and on sites
contiguous with the town centre. This policy aims to avoid the leapfrogging of more suitable development
lands, ensure a sustainable and compact urban form, to ensure that residents are within #aey distance

of town centre facilities.

It is a requirement that development is compliant with the Sustainable Residential Development and Compact
Settlements Guidelines for Planning Authorities (20w developments shall recognise the need to allow

for the consolidation of the town and development of a sense of place. It is recommended that all housing
schemes should be of an appropriate scale and density. Development must also provide a gootivange

types and a balanced tenure mix.

The Council will facilitate infill development where schemes comply with relevant planning policies and where
the proposals will not materially impact upon the residential ameroty character of neighbouring
developments. The redevelopment of designated infill and brownfield sites in the town centre and the tackling
of dereliction in the area is key to the continued compact growth of the town.

Listowel Residential Development Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP L-$ CFOAfTAGIFGS (GKS RS@St 2LIVSY listewEl 2wy p 0 RBZ
FOO2NRIYyOS gAiGK GKS [/ 2NB { (N} {iS3em Ky

KCDP L8 Ensure that all new residential applications in Listowel, comprising of more than 10

shall include the following:
I acommunity and social audit; and

37



LISTOWBHUunicipal District

1 a housing type/tenure audit, to assess if additional facilities are needed to
for the proposed development and to promote a variety of housing
apartment types, as well as tenure diversity and mix.

KCDP L8 Ensure that new development in Listowel shall contribute towards a compact settle
structure through making effective use of infill, brownfield and backland sites
preventing unnecessary ribbon development.

2.2.4 ListowelTown Centre & Public Realm

Listowel town centre is structured around a central Georgian squareaametwork of historic streets that
form its commercial and cultural heart. While the town benefits from having a compact and vibrant town
centre, there is a need for employment and pament residential development which reinforces this compact
form, is responsive to its scenic setting and continues to support its special heritage and tourism functions.

¢tKS LRftAOe 202S00A0Sa 2F GKAa {SdafSySydaaqQ ttlry ¥
core/ public realm, attracting business and enhancing retail. Aligned with the Town Centre First initiative, this
Plan aims to reduce vacancyydst economic vitality, and foster a lively hub for commerce, services, tourism
I'yR Odzf GdzNBd | RADGSNAS YAE 2F dzaSa 6Aff NBAYT2NDS

The town centre is the focal point of economic activity and interaction. In order to maintain a vibrant town
centre, it is essential that the level of retail provision in the town centre is maintained and enhanced. The
historic character of the town mustls be preserved, and its built fabric must also be improved and
maintained.

Figure 216: View form Main Stree{Looking towards Church Street

2.2.4.1Listowel Town Centré&economic Plan

It is a policy objective of this Plan to support the undertakingroEaonomic Plan fdristowel Town Centre.

¢CKS tfly gAff O0dAfR dzLl2y YSNNE /2dzydeée [/ 2dzyOAf Qa (
Plans and integrate urban strategies, fostering economic growth, community engagement and sustainable
development. The Plan will address the social, economic, commercial, cultural, and environmental
opportunities and challenges within Listowel Town Centre and incorporate them into a comprehensive
strategy of interventions, proposals, and projects which will assist in the regeneration and sustainable
development of the town centre.
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2.2.4.2Listowel Public Realm Enhancement Project

In terms of public realm, ®Cis currently progressing the Listowel Public Realm Enhancement Project. The
project is currently at preliminary design stage and includes plans to significginvigorate the historic town

centre, the Town Square, Small Square [illustrated below] and also includes Main Street, Church Street,
sections of Upper Church Street, the Market Street junction area and William Street. The project will act as a
catalystfor urban consolidation and compact forms of development.

7 arasd 'x"
Small Square ;
RV

’ ;
| ﬁ' N e
L S0 The Square '\
! . o

Seanchai ‘ Kerry Writer’s Museum 0 R\

Figure 217: Listowel Public Realm Enhancement Project

The above project was secured under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund and buildS@pan K
on-going commitment to facilitating public realm enhancement, in order to improve the town centre
experience. The project will focus upon enhancements such as outdoor performance areas, events, meeting
spaces and the creation of an attractive urbandscape.

While still at a preliminary stage, options available under the project may include pavement upgrades, outdoor
seating, shared spaces, enhanced architectural features, set down areas, cycle hubs, play spaces, soft & hard
landscaping and other town centratéerventions. An enhanced public realm for Listowel Town Centre, will

help to create quality public spaces and civic landmarks in the historic town centre, in order to formulate a
visionary plan for future development.

Listowel Town Centre and Public Realm

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP L-8 Facilitate and support the development afi Economic Plan fdristowel Town Centren
accordance with the Town Centre First Programme.

KCDP LS Support the Listowel town centref dzof A O wSI f Y 9y Kahdy dihen
improvement works which enhance the public realm within the town, in a sustain
manner.

39



LISTOWBHUunicipal District

KCDP L:5 Sustainably plan for and prioritise the regeneration of Listowel Town Centre as a co
town for residential, employment and services that are accessible by sustainable mo
transport including walking, cycling and public transport.

KCDP L-3 Promote the development of the town centref Listowelas an attractive location fo
shopping, business, tourism and community life.

KCDP L-8 Encourage the use of upper floors in the town centre of Listowel for commerci
residential use.

2.2.5 Retailin Listowel

Whilst Listowel town centre has facedome difficulties, it still retains its vibrancy and vitality The
development of the Listowel Bypass has had positive impacts on the towpramdiesa more pedestrian
friendly environment with less through traffic. This Plan seeks to build upon its key strengths and attributes
and create a place where people will continue to visit, work and live.

Figure 218: View from Main Street; Towards Church Street

The vitality and viability of the town centre will be protected by ensuring that future retail developments are
located in the town centreThe future challenge for the town in terms of retail development is to ensure that

an attractive shopping environment is created with a wide range of shops and services. The loss of shoppers
to larger towns for convenience needs to be minimised by engutfie ongoing strength and dominance of

the town centre and the increase of convenience shopping in town.

The Council, in accordance with the Retail Planning Guidelines for Local Authorities (DECLG, 2012) will
continue to support the viability of the town centre, including applying’d 2 6y / S yippieah CA NA
Listowel is a Regional Town and in line with the county retail hierarchy, the Council will seek to support an
appropriate range of retail. Within the retail core, the Council will seek to ensure that ground floor uses
promote a high level of daytime fofatl, activity and animation and avoid an oymwoliferation of
inappropriate uses.

2.2.5.1 The Retail Core

The Retail Core shall be the preferred area for new retail development and regard shall be given to this in
adopting the sequential test for new retail proposaléCC is committed to ensuring the retail core area
remains, commercially viable, active and buoyant. It is an objective dfi#imgo facilitate a mix of compatible

uses that will contribute to an enhanced provision of a range of town centre uses and which will consolidate
the retail core as the primary activity and business centre for the town.
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Figure 219: Listowel Retail Core and Retail Regeneration Areas

2.2.5.2 RetaiRegeneration Areas
This Plan advocates a Town Centre First approach which promotes town centre regeneration as a mechanism
to address issues such as vacancy and the weakening of the town centre retdihenRRlan highlightRetail
Regeneration Areawithin Listowel Town Centre. These areas contain some elementstaif, and it is
envisaged that through incentives, such as reductions in development contributions, these areas could be
reinvigorated with additional retail uses and as a result extend the existing retailldoegenovation and re
dzaS 2F GKSaS LINBPLISNIASA gAft &AITYyATEkBduse Nbidentifiey LINE O ¢
a number of Retail Regeneration Areas, as part of the associated map including:

w AreaWest of Market Street;

w The identified area, to the North of William Streatid

w Identified properties surrounding Listowel Town Square

Listowel Retail Development Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP LS 9y adNXKSi KI2Zisyli OSYGNB 2F [AaGt2eSt akKlk -
GKIFIG NBftS@Fylad RS@GSt2LI¥Syida O2YLX & g
ldziK2NARoaSa w59/ [ DX HnanmMHB YR (GKS ¢24y

KCDP LS80 Facilitate a mix of compatible uses that will contribute to an enhanced provision of a |
of town centreusesin Listoweland which will consolidate the retail core as the prime
activity and business centre for the town.
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KCDPLE1l CI OAf A
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KCDP L-$2 Encourage and facilitate the consolidation and enhancement of the retail function c
town centre of Listowel and encourage new development proposals in the retail cc
provide active uses on the ground floor.

KCDP 1-$3 t NEGSy lim dzMILI2@SANI R2YAYlFyOS 2F o0Sky3
aK2LJam2 2FR a20dzi € SGax dF{Skglreéa yR 20 fA
G2 SyadiNB GKFIG GKS @GAONryOe FyR @Al ¢

2.2.53 Shop Fronts & Signage

5dzZNAyYy 3 GKS f+FGS MpiK FyR SI NI @& Hnlhdnd@shighedizidsier [ A &
craftsman Pat McAuliffe. The historic shopfronts and facades of Listowel Town Centre remain an extraordinary
legacy and render the town unique in an lIrish context. The Council will encourage the preservation and
refurbishment of existing traditioahopfronts and name plates, and where appropriate the development of
new highquality shopfronts in traditional design. Namaditionaldesigned shopfronts will only be considered

if their design is symphetic to adjacent facades and enhances, rathert detracts from the visual amenity

of the streetscape.

Figure 2.20: Traditional Shopfront

Listowel Shop Frontage Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP L84 Ensure the preservation, restoration and refurbishment of existing traditional shopfr
and name plates in appropriate materials, within Listowel Town Centre.

42



LISTOWBUunicipal District

2.2.6 Built Environment, Heritage and Urban Form

Listowel town was planned by Thomas Fitzmaurice. The Square presents an impressive urban space, with St.
W2KyQad ¢KSFGONB FyR ! NIa /SYy4aNB a I OSYydNrf | NOKA
19" century townhouses, forms a strong enclosure with-egaéching landmarks, notably Listowel Castle and
{Gd al NBEQa [/ KdzZNOK®

Main Street and Church Street represent the dense commercial heart of Listowel and are defineéél by 19
century threestorey terraced townhouses with shopfronts. Upper Church Street marks a transition of dense
urban development to rural hinterland. Plots are larger than those of Lower Church Street, and this stretch
has a leafy and more suburban charactertdrms of William Street, buildings are predominantly terraced
three-storey mixeduse premises. The street is characterised by the presence of rendailirtp such as
guoins, architraves and courses.

The town has an attractive urbdarm, andfuture development should not detract from the compact nature

of the town and should be carried out in a coherent manner on infill sites, brownfield sites and sites contiguous
to the builtup area. The elements of the built environment which defines tieracter of the settlement

need to be enhanced and preserved.

2.2.6.2 Protected Structures
There are a number of structurés Listowel that aréncluded on the Record of Protected Structures (RPS),

each recognized for their historical, architectural, or cultural significance (See Volume 3 of the KCDP 2022
2028).
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Figures2.21: Protected Structuresvithin Listowel Settlement Boundary
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Gurtenard House, The Former Carnegie Library hadhurch Tower associated with the Former Church of
Ireland Church at Upper Church Street. These buildings and sites are carefully preserved to maiait&inahé Q &
unique heritage, offering a tangible connection to its past and serving as important landmarks for both locals
and visitors. It is an objective of th#an to facilitate the conservation led rejuvenation of protected structures,
including Historic Town Initiative funded projects.
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2.2.63 Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAS)

ACAs recognise that the value of a historic area depends on much more than the quality, scale, material and
detailing of individual buildings. It is also shaped by the layout and the vistas along streets and between
buildings. Consequently, ACAs are designo conserve whole streetscapes. Elements of Listowel
streetscape display an architectural harmony which is not only visually attractive but forms an intrinsic part of
the urban character of the town.

The Council will endeavour to conserve the historical built environment, the traditional townscape and the
setting of theACAgseeVolume 3 KCDE022-2028). TheACAsN Listowel Town include:

Upper William Street;

Town Centre;

Colbert St;

Charles St;

Upper Church Street and the Red Cottages;

Market Street;

Convent Cross, Listowel Bridge, Courthouse Rd; and

The Square.
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2.2.6.4 Archaeologicdfieritage

Listowel Town contains numerous features of archaeological and historical interest that contribute to its
distinctive character and popularity as a Heritage Town. The Recorded Sites and Monuments in the town and
in its immediate vicinity are listed in Vohe 3 ofthe KCDP 2022028 The Council will promote archaeological
KSNAGEF3AS & | NBaz2dz2NOS F2NJ SRdzOF A2y LJzN1LI2&asSa G2
heritage to ensure that it is suitably protected and conserved. This will incheleenhancement of the
archaeological/architectural heritage walking trail around Listowel.
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Listowel Built Environment and Urban Form Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP %5 Facilitate the sensitive reuse, restoration and conservation led rejuvenati®rotécted
Sructures, underutilised historic buildings and Historic Town Initiative funded proj
Facilitate and support works which enhance the accessibility and public realm ¢
protected structuresn Listowel

KCDP L-%6 Liaise with key stakeholders and relevant agencies such as the Heritage Council to
opportunities to pursue conservation and heritage led regeneration projects w
Listowel.

KCDP L-%7 Ensure, that all new development located on main entrance routes to Listowel posi

adds to the streetscape/urban edge by promoting sense of place, quality, distinctiv
and highquality urban design.

KCDP L-%8 Promote and facilitate new streetscape developments at appropriate locatian
Listowel

KCDPL$9 9y Kl yOS GKS | 00SaaroArtAade 2F (KS al SN

KCDP L-20 Encourage local initiatives which promote the preservation of the special charact
Architectural Conservation Areas Listowel,while ensuring that developments ha\
regard to and comply with the best practice standards.

KCDP L-31 Ensure that the design of premises or the refurbishment of existing premises in the
is sympathetic to existing development in the vicinity and is of a design compositiol
enhances the streetscape linstowel

KCDP L-32 Protect the recorded monuments lrstowel, includingheir landscape settings, visual
aspect and monument intevisibility.

KCDP -33 Ensure that all trees and woodlands of high amenity value are retained where po
and that replacement tree planting is provided where age or disease necessitates re
(in line with the Tree Management Policy for Listowel MD).
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ListowelNatural Heritage and Biodiversit@bjective

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP L-24 Protect existing biodiversity features of significance in the town and where approg
enhance biodiversity interest, having regard to S1.5 of the Settlements Plan Introdt
@ (contained in variation No 1 to the Kerry CDP), the National BiodiversitynA&fan and

the AlkHreland Pollinator Plan.

2.2.7 Sustainable Communities and Social Infrastructure

The town has an active sense of community with a wide range of community and social facilities available.
Listowel also has a Tidy Towns Group which d@emmplarywork in improving and maintaining the

F LIS NI yOS 2F (KS G26yd 5S@St2LAyYy3a GKS (26yQa az2
element andt is an objective of thiBlan tosupport local sports groups, community groups and other groups

in the development of facilities which positively contribute to the community and social inficiste of

Listowe| at appropriate locations, within the town.

2.2.7.1 Community Infrastructure, Sports and Outdoor Recreation

The range and quality of community and sporting facilities available in the town, largely due to the work of
the local community, is excellent. Listowel offers a wide range of community facilities focused on fitness,
social support, culture, and outdooecreation. The primary hub is théstowel Community Centravhich
serves as a regional centre for wellness and spohte facility which is located on Bridge Strértludesa

gym and a large sports hall.

Figure2.23: Listowel Community Centre

Listowel Emmets GAA, Listowel Celtic AFC, Listowel RFC, Listowel Badminton Club, Listowel Tennis Club, Lio
Tuathail AC antistowel Pitch and Putt Clibt a2 LJX & | OSYydNrf NRtS Ay (KS
and are key drivers of youth engagement, volunteerism, and community participation. It is an objective of this
Plan tosupport local sports groups, community groups and other groups in the development of facilities which
positively contribute to the community & social infrastructureL@éfowel, at appropriate locations, within the

town.

2.2.7.2 ListoweDutdoor Activity Hub

KCdGis currently preparing an Architectural Masterplan for the former Neo Data site, Handball alley area, and
Municipal District Depot site in Listowel. It i €R&a @A aA2y (2 dziAftAdS FyR SyK
location of these areas to create an Outdoor Activity Hub, linked to Listowel town centre, and to the new
Greenway Route and wider areas. The Greenway Trailhead building, under constructiogaRdad, forms

Phase 1 of the project and later phases will further focus upon the redevelopphém adjacent area, at this
strategic riverside location.
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KCC Municipal

Listowel Bridge

Figure2.24: Listowel Outdoor Activity Hub

The Outdoor ActivitiHub offerghe opportunity to deliver sustainable community infrastructure. The primary
aim of this project is to identify actions, build network of experiences, support tourism development,
strengthen the local economy and community in Listowel. While the pragjetill at Masterplan Stage, this
LIN22SO0G 2FFSNE Fy 2LIRNIdzyAde G2 aArAayAFAOLyGf e
objective of thisPlan to supportthisproje@ Ay | YIFYYSNI O2YLJI GA6fS G6AGK &
assets, including the nearby Lower River Shannon SAC

W

2.2.7.3 Arts and Culture

The arts and heritage in Listowel are vibrant, rich in content, in history and in poté€@i@will ensure that

this potential is maximised to ensure that arts/heritage will play a central role in the development of the town.
The Council recognises the value of supporting and enabling creative and vibrant communities and artistic
engagement. St. 8oy Q& ¢ KSIF GNB 2FFSNBE 20SN) vnn | NIa S@Syda
a wonderful venue for the many local drama groups in the town.

Figure2.25Y { G® W2Ky Qa ¢KSI (NS
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Listowel Community & Social Infrastructure Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP L35 Support local sports groups, community groups and other groups in the developme
facilities which positively contribute to the community & social infrastructurkistiowe|
at appropriate locations, within the town.

KCDP L-26 Support and facilitate the sustainable delivery of educational facilities within Listowe

KCDP L-37 Support thesustainabledelivery of an Outdoor Activity Hub, linked to Listowel to
centre and the Greenway.

2.2.8 Employment & Enterprise

Listowel is a designated Regional Town which acts as an economic driver for North Kerry. While agriculture
and food production has historically been the main employment sector, the objectives &fahifocus upon
matters such as economic diversification and initiatives that support manufacturing, business services,
innovation support, digital hubs and the sustainable development of business parks.

YSNNE DNRdzLIQa [A&ad26St FlLOAfAGE A& Wvaluxiocd hagiddiensy (i NB
significantly contributing to the local agricultural economy and employniEime. town hosts several other
manufacturing companiesilt is an objective of thiflan to sustainably strengthen and promote widely the

role of Listowel as a setlistaining economic driver for North Kerry and build on its inherent strengths as a
centrefor innovation, enterprise growth, culture and food.

Figure2.26: Kerry Group Listowel

TheClieveragh Business Pagtso referred to as The Listowel Business Pagpreminent commercial and
industrial hub located to the North of theown. The Business Park features flexible commercial/industrial
units, excellent road connectivity via the N69, close proximity to town amenities and supports diverse business
needs. The Business Park contains a strategic economic site and as such igrgpedant resource for
Listowel. It is an objective of this Plarsigpport investment in infrastructure and the sustainable development

of Listowel Business Park.

Located at Clieveragh Business Park, the Listowel Food Hub includes a 12,000 sq. ft. facility, comprising of five
food production units and a fully fitted Research and Development suite. The Food Hub offers aspiring food
enterprises a chance to develop theroducts and expertise in a purpoebeilt complex. The project received
eMPCcTYAEEARZY AY Fdzy RAYy3 dzy RSNJ 4KS wdzNF £ wS3ISYySNI i
for lease in 2023. It is an objective of thian to sustainably strengen and promote the Listowel Food Hub
initiative, as a centre for food enterprise growth in Listowel.
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Figure2.27 & 2.28: Listowel Business Park

Listowel is well placed to nurture@mmerce, remote working and a centredoK dfi@r promoting enterprise

and innovation. Market Lane/HQ Listowel is located to the rear of Market Saedtiscurrently at full
occupancy providing coworking spaces for remote workers and growing businesses. Affording excellent
quality of life opportunities Listowel is located within 30 minutes of Munster Technological University and 60
minutes to the University of Limerick. It is an objective @ Bran to facilitate and support the development

of sustainable Digital hubs and remote working spaces.

l'a LI NI 2F dKAa {SidGtSYySydaQ tflyxs GKSNB IINB asSg
employment uses, these include mixed use, (which includes town centre as-eatgory), industrial,
enterprise and employment. The zoning of landsach employment uses will help stimulate development at
appropriate locations. The objectives of tRlan also focus specifically upon diversification of the economy

and encourage the development of vacant units, brownfield, derelict and infill sitesrfployment creation.

Listowel Employment and Economic Activity Objectives

Objective No.

It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP L-38 Support the diversification of the economy and encourage the developmen
appropriately zoned land, vacant units, brownfield, derelict and infill sites for employi

@ creationin Listowel, subject to normal planning and environmental criteria.

KCDP L-29 Sustainably strengthen and promote widely the role of Listowel as assstéining
economic driver for North Kerry and build on its inherent strengths as a centn
innovation, enterprise growth, culture, tourism and food.

KCDP LS80 Support investment in infrastructure and facilities in the sustainable developmer
Listowel Business Park, Clieveragh in accordance with proper planning and sust
development objectives.

KCDP L-81 Support local foogproduction,aFaNY SN A& al N)} Sd FyR a&adzi
enterprise within Listowel, at appropriate locations.

KCDP L-82 Promote shared working spaces in Listowel town centre and the development of a [
Hub.

KCDP L-S3 Support enterprise opportunities and the upgrading of the existing enterprise uni
Courthouse Road.

KCDP L-34 Sustainably strengthen and promote the Listowel Food Hub, located within Cliev

Business Park, as a centre for food enterprise growth in Listowel.
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2.2.9 Tourism

The tourism sector ihistowelis built upon its identity as a Heritage Market Town. Listowel is a key cultural

and economic hub in North Kerry, known aséh¢ A G SNI NB / I eXK Bl 6i22¥FQa NB2 dzfR 3
driven by a mix of cultural heritage, major annual events, and its role as a gateway to North Rezry.
strengthening of the tourism sector is an important tool of economic generation and a vital component for

the continuedvitality and viability of the town. It is an objective of this Pladita NBy 34 KSy [ Aald2 ¢
and sense of place to facilitate its enhancement as a tourism destination.

22NI R NBy2gySR FSadAglrta yR S@Syitasz AyOfdRRAYyI [ A
large numbers into the town during the touristseagon [ A a2 6 St Qa G2dzNAayY LR GSy
for investment over and above the impact of direct tourism revenue. It is an objegftiés Plan to promote

and facilitate new festivals and activities in the town particularly emphasising its role as a family friendly town.

Significant opportunities exist to build upon existing facilities making the town an attractiveqaad place

G2 GA&AAG FYyR FOG Fa  o6F&S FT2NJ @AraAiridAayda GKS | NBI o
unique experiences for any visit Listowel Castle stands on an elevation overlooking the River Feale, above
the location of a strategic fordhereguided tours are also available. It is an objective of this Plan to strengthen

[ A & ( Mdéndty afdisense of place to facilitate theramcement of the town as a tourism destination, while
maintaining its key role as an economic driver in the area.
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environment including the River Feale which is part of the Lower River Shannon SAC. In terms of built heritage,
extensive parts of theown are identifiedACAsThe town has all the assets and facilities required of a regional
town, including a vibrant and rich built heritage and a growing economic and tourism base.

Listowel is already benefiting from the construction of The North Kerry Greenway. The upcoming Tralee to
Listowel Greenway project similarly offers a significant opportunity for Listowel to become a major cycling and
outdoor tourism hublmproved inkages from the Greenway to the Town Centre will position this area as a
key destination, along the Greenway network. It is an objective of Rl@a to support the sustainable
development of tourism facilities, associated with improved transport infrastructure within Listowel, focusing
on greenway and other trails that encourage walking, cycling and public transportation.
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Figure 2.8: Listowel Castle

[A4026StQa LINPEAYAGE G2 GKS 2AftR Gty dAd 21Les vy
advantage of the growth in healthy outdoor adventure sports, including water sports and cyclinglarhis
encourages the sustainable improvement of existing and new recreational facilities at appropriate locations.
This includes the Outdoor Activity Hubep Section 2.2.7], to the South of the Town Park, including an
associated Greenway Trailhead building which is currently under constructiolottadsimilar initiatives.

It is recognised that there is a need to extend the summer season and to encourage an increase in overnight
stays. The Listowel Arms is the only hotel in the town. It is a policy objective of this Plan to ghgport
development of further visitor accommodation within the town, at appropriate locations.

Listowel Tourism Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDPI-85 { iNBy3iGKSYy [A&d(26StfQa ARSyidAGe IyR as
destination in association with the Wild Atlantic Way while maintaining its key role ¢
economic driver in the area and preserving a balance between economiessianc
protection of the local environment.

KCDP L-S6 Promote the town as a place with a unique character and identity and facilitate qt
developments that will help improve the tourism potential of the town.

KCDP L-S7 Support the sustainable development of tourism facilities, associated with impr
transport infrastructure within Listowel, focusing on greenway and other trails
encourage walking, cycling and public transportation.

KCDP L-S8 Support the provision of sporting/ outdoor recreation, cultural and amenity facilities ir
town at appropriate locations, for local residents and as a means of boosting the to
potential of Listowel

KCDP -39 Promote and facilitate new festivals and activities istowel,particularly emphasising it
role as a family friendly town, while maintaining high standards of environme
management and ensuring that street activities etc. do not impact negatively on
character or the environment.

KCDP 1-:80  Support improved tourist signage throughdtistowel Town
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KCDP L-81 Sustainablypromote and protect the existing features and facilities such as the nat
literary artistic, cultural, and built heritage and facilitate tourism developments that
RdzS NBalLIlSOG G2 [Aad26StQa KAAG2NRI Sy

KCDP L-82 Support the development of highuality visitor accommodation withirListowe| at
appropriate locations.

KCDP L-83 Facilitate and support the sustainable delivery of projectd.istowe| identified and
environmentally assessed in the Cliff Coast Destination Experience Development P!

2.2.10 Urban Regeneration

Overall Listowel Town is performinvgell but some improvement to the built environment would have a
positive impact on the town.here are asmallnumber of areas in the town centre that are in need of physical
and environmental improvement works and offer the potential to greatly improve the appearance of the
town. KCC will facilitate the development of a number of relevant Opportunity Sites arehd&taton
Neighbourhoods, in order to improve these areas and increase vitality and vibrancy.

2.2.10.1 Opportunity Sites

The Opportunity Sites offer significant benefits by transforming underutilised areas into vibrant, sustainable,
and accessible town centre developments. A number of opportunity sites have been identified, as illustrated
in Figure 231. The development of these sites is of prime importance to the economic regeneration and urban

fabric enhancement of the town. Key advantages include fostering economic growth through investment and
job creation, tackling vacancy and dereliction and theveéei of housing anthixeduse development.

The following pages include a more detailed description of each Opportunity Site. The regeneration of these
sites aligns with Town Centre First policies which aim to revitalise towns into thriving, sustainable, and
accessible hubs. Combined with overdljeztives regarding town centre public realm and connectivity, the
regeneration of these sites drives economic growth and fosters vibrant communities by transforming vacant,
derelict, or brownfield land into active residential and mixezk spaces. A redtion in development
contributions shall apply to these sites, in accordance with the Kerry Development Contribution Scheme 2017.

’k (1) Former Mart Site

1.2-hectare town centre site.

Site is a prime location adjacent to the town centre with opportunities for com

mixeduse development, connectivity and permeability.

w This brownfield site is located to the rear of Market Street and Tea Lane. The Sou
of the site also includes an element of riverside frontage.

Development Aim: To sustainably develop this brownfield site as a new mixed use urban

Potential streetscape providing new residential and commercial outlets.

Zoned M1¢ Mixed Use.

Focal Town Centre Location with river frontage to the Southwest.

A Land Use Plan is required to guide the comprehensive development of this sitg

The redevelopment of this site presents an opportunity to regenerate Main Stree

and the Tea Lane Area. It is important that the development potential of this site

maximised for the economic and social benefit of the town.

Opportunity
Sites

Attributes

w
w

€

egeee
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. (2) Rear of Church Street

w Larged.2-hectaresite.

w Predominantly greenfield Backland Site

w Zoned MI1¢ Mixed Use

w Aim: To sustainably develop this large greenfield site as a new rbe
development,n close proximity to the town centre.

w This site has the potential to be a focal point of the town.

w Any development to address linkages to the town centre to ensure that resig

have easy access to facilities and amenities and ensure quality pede
permeability.

w Development should include appropriate SuDS features incorporating up to
and best practice naturbased solutions.

w A Land Use Planis requwed to gwde the comprehenswe development of this

. (3) Former Convent Site

w The former convent site measures 0.9 hectares and is located to the Noi
Convent Road.

w This building is a protected structure [RR®0733] by virtue of its architectura
historical and cultural heritage.

w The building is currently vacant and is close to the town centre.

w Site zoned ML, Opportunity Site/ Mixed Use Development.
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w To sustainably develop this brownfield site as a mined development
incorporating tourism, community, educational, or employment uses.

w The redevelopment of this building presents an opportunity to regenerate this
of town. It is important that the development potential of this building is maximi
for the economic and social benefit of the town.

w Although in need of conservatided renovation, the external form of the buildir]
remains relatively intact, and it could be converted to a modern use while reta|
much of its original character.

A : | [ ————
\ . 3

2.2.10.2 Regeneration Neighbourhoods

A number of town centre Regeneration Neighbourhoods have been identified containing vacant properties
that can be brought back into use as new homes/commercial/social activity. The renovation-asd o

these properties will significantly improve thewta centre streetscape.

The Council will also facilitate the reuse and refurbishment of vacant and underutilised properties/sites within
the Regeneration Neighbourhoods.

The Council will take a flexible approach to development management standards and guidelines for any
proposal within this area. In addition, a reduction in development contributions shall apply to these sites in
accordance with KCC Development Contribwti®@cheme 2017These Regeneration Neighbourhoods are
identified byFigure 231. The Regeneration Neighbourhoods are identified at the following locations:

Convent Cross;

Rear/ North of Market StregMarket Lang;
Rear/ North of Church Street;

Rear/ North of Upper Church Streaind
Upper William StreetAs illustrated beloyw

gkrwpE
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¥4 _ I*"L Opportunity Site
5 o

& & mm Regeneration Neighbourhood

Figure 231: Opportunity Sites & Regeneration Neighbourhoods

2.2.103 DerelictSites

The redevelopment of designated infill and brownfield sites in the town centre and the tackling of dereliction

in the area is key to continued compact growth of the town, in accordance with the NPF and the RSES, creating
more sustainable communities withihe town. The refurbishment and +ese of the historic buildings to apply

best practice in energy efficiency will also contribute to reducing carbon emissions and contribute to the
creation of new sustainable communities.

Derelict sites should be sympathetically renovated in keeping with the character of the area and should be

finished in suitable materials. The Council under the statutory provisions of the Derelict Sites Act 1990 shall
seek and encourage the redevelopmaeriitderelict sites throughout the town.

Listowel Regeneration & Opportunity Sites Objectives

ObjectiveNo. It isan objective of the Councilto:

KCDP -84 Encourage the sustainable development and renewal of designated Regen
Neighbourhoods and the identified Opportunity Sites in Listowel

KCDP L-85 Support the designation/development of an Urban Development Zone, a Priority Are
Masterplan or other appropriattand UsePlan in Listowel at suitable locations.

KCDP L-86 Encourage the sustainable development and renewal of vacant, derelict and underu
@ sites/buildings within the settlement boundary of Listowel.

KCDP L-87 Promote the Town Centre First Approach as a mechanism to regenerate and sust:
urban core areaf Listowel
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2.2.11 Transport/ Active Travel/ Connectivity

2.2.11.1 ConnectivityPublic Trasport and Vehicular Movement

Listowel is situated on the N69 route, connecting to Limerick and-@miBQte drive from Tralee. While the
focus is on improving traffic flowThe Gouncil also aims to balance this with sustainable, Active Travel
AYAGAFGAGSAasE a RA&AOdzaaSR G4SN Ay ( KustainalyRi€véldp2 y &
cycling and walking linkages between Listowel Town Centre, key strategic public amenities, residential
neighbourhoods in the town, the North Kerry Greenway and future greenway projects.

Public transport iiListowelis primarilycentredon bus services that connect the town to major hubsTikalee
andLimerick, as well as local rural link routes. The Expressway Route 13 provides frequent direct connections
betweenLimerickand Tralee via Listowel. Bus Eireann Route 272 conngcadeeto Ballybunionvia Listowel.

TFI Local Link Kerry offers several rural routes, connecting Listowel to its surrounding hinterlands, including
the R14 Lixnaw Finuge Listowel], R23Hallyduff Listowel], R60Mloyvane Tarbert Ballylongforgd Asdee
Listowel] and the R6Moyvane KnockanureAthea Listowel].

Figure 2.2: Listowel Bypslae

The N69 Listowel Bypass opened in August 2024 and Transport Infrastructure Ireland [T1l] estimates indicate
that the project diverts 7,000 vehicles per day away from Listowel town centre, while greatly enhancing
infrastructure and accessibility in North ige The sixilometre Western andNorthern bypass of Listowel

town centre consists of approximately 3.6km of new road, 2.3km elirenimprovement of the existing
network and 1.5km of new roundabouts and improvements at junctions. The bypass enhaacadety of
motorists and pedestrians in the town.

It is an objective of thisPlan to support the upgrade and maintenance of the N69 route corridor, including
relevant works within the Listowel Settlement Boundary, in order to improve linkages to Foynes/ Limerick and
Tralee, subject to normal planning and environmental considerations

2.2.11.2 Listowel Local Transport Strategy (LTS),
A Local Transport Strategy (LTS) for Listowel, incorporating a comprehktadiitity Plan will be developed
in collaboration with key stakeholders and the wider community. This LTS will provide a strategic framework
to enhance movement within the town, identifying measures to improve safety, encourage sustainable travel
modes and manage pkdime traffic more effectively. It will also guide the future delivery and coordination
of transport and infrastructure improvements, ensuring that investment alignls e@mmunity needs and
supports long term sustainable mobility. It is intended that LTSs will:

w Maximise the opportunities for the integration of land use and transport planning;
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w Assess the existing traffic, transport and movement conditions within Listowel Town and wider

context;

Plan for the efficient movement of people, goods and services within Listowel;

Identify the extent to which estimated transport demand associated with local development

objectives can be supported and managed on the basis of existing transport assets; and

w ldentify the transport interventions required within Listowel and in the wider context, to effectively
accommodate the anticipated increase in demand.

w Take into consideration environmental sensitivities, including nature conservation designations.

2.2.11.3 Active/ Smarter Travel (Cycleways / Walkways)

Cycling and walking routes not only facilitate leisure and recreational use but have significant potential to
serve as commuter routes providing access to places of work, school and other destinations. Active Travel is
also a key component of sustainabtarsport policy in climate action and is a crucial part of the agbitt-

improve model to cut greenhouse gas emissions. KCC is committed to developing cycling and walking
infrastructure.

2.2.11.4 River WalkTown Park/ K A f R S)NIvé& Walkl&N\alkway Connections

Listowel offers several excellent walking routes, includirgListowel River Feale Walkhe route starts at

The Square, runs by Listowel Castle, following the banks dRitrer Fealand passes through KA f RSN a t
(also known as Cow's Lawn/ The Town Park) andsEnden of Europe. The Sive Walk commences at the old
railway station, on the Ballybunion Road.

It is an objective of thidPlan tosustainably develop walking linkages between Listowel Town Centre, strategic
public amenities, residential neighbourhoods in the town, the North Kerry Greenway and further upcoming
Greenway Projectsas supportedby the KCDP 20222028

2.2.11.5 Greenways

2.2.11.5.1North Kerry Greenway [Listowel to Limerick] and Trailhead Facilities

TheNorth Kerry Greenwagpened in October 2022 andad 0.5 kmwalking and cycling route along a disused
railway line, connectind.istowelto the Limerick border. It forms part of the larg&Kingdom of Kerry
Greenwayshetwork, which eventually aims to link Limerick to Féfiitaleevia Listowel.

Figure2.33: North Kerry Greenway
TheListowel Greenway Car Pasklocated orBridge Road, this facility offefsee parkingand includes toilet

facilities. The Greenway trailhead facilities aearing completionat the former Neo Data site, on Bridge
Road. The associated building will provide toilets, changing facilities, and a bicycle store. Listowel can capitalise
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on the potential opportunities arising from the Greenway, including enhanced Active Travel connettiens.
project is funded by the Department of Rural and Community Development under the Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) ar@d<The trailhead facilities also form part of the wider Outdoor Recreation
scheme, as reviewed earlier, under the community and social infrastructure s¢8tation 2.2.Y.

. i >y o o4

H Ky YA . T g ’
rth Kerry Greenway Trailhead Facilities

2 “ﬁ'ﬁ* ‘
Figure2.34: No

Listowel to Tralee Greenway

KCC in partnership withransport Infrastructure Irelan€l'll) propose to develop a greenway between Tralee
and Listowel. The route is expected to be approximately 30km in length and@ionsate a sustainable
transport link between the towns of Tralee and Listowel, and the villagé®beydorney and Lixnaw.

The Listowel to Tralee Greenway will further connect to the Tralee Fenit Greenway and the Listowel to Limerick
[North Kerry] Greenway. Preferred Option consultation has tgiane,and the project is currently at design
stage. The Council is also considering plans for a separate Listowel to Tralee Trailhead FacilitatBarlding
appropriate locationan initiative that the policy objectives of tH#an actively support.

Ballyduff

@ Tralee to Ustowel Greenway Study Area
Preferred Option

Figur2.35: Tralee to Listowel Greenway Preferred Option Route
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¢tKS /2dzyOAf NBO23IyArasSa (GKS LRGSYydAlFf 2F YSNNEQA
Greenways for walking and cycling routes. In addition to the above greenway projects, Volume 1 [Page 300]
of the KCDP 2022028 includes a Greenwayr&egy. As part of that strategg number of indicative routes

are outlined, including one fahe proposed Listowel to Ballybunion Greenway.

2.2.116 Blueway

With an increased interest nationally in outdoor activity, and water sports, KCC recognises the potential of
creating a River Feate . f dzSwhkisehévingdue regard to the environment designations in the area. As
such,the Council is supportive of a feasibility study for the development of the River Feale Blueway and how
this would be linked to the Greenways. The Blueway and associated infrastructure projects will be required to
demonstrate compatibility with the conserifan objectives of the Lower Riw8&hannon SAC within which the
River Feale is located.

2.2.11.7 Saf®koutes to School Programnm&RTH

The SRTS programme is funded by the Department of Transport through the National Transport Authority
(NTA). KCC Roads and Operations [Listowel MD] has idemtiliiedted funding to improve walking and
cycling infrastructure. The Presentation Primary School in Listowel was recently announced as one of the
schools to receive funding tsupport safer school environments through measures such as improved
footpaths, enhanced pedestrian crossings, road markings and tcaffiicing features, making it easier and
safer for children to walk and cycle to schd®ince 2021, over 526 schools nationwide have benefited from
GKA& LINPINIYYSI GgAGK FNRdzyR epn YAffAzy Ay@SaidSR
Safe Routes to School Programme.

2.2.118 Park and Stride

Anotheractive travel initiativas theinclude the Park and Stride scheme which encourages parents to park at
a designated location, roughly 10 minutes away from a school and walk the final leg of the journey. A central
focus of the scheme is to support the delivery of park and stride fasilifarticularly around key areas such

as schools. It is an objective of tRlan to support Park and Stride initiatives Listowel

Listowel Transport and Movement Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP L-88 Facilitate and support theustainabledevelopment of a Local Transport Strategy
Listowel.
KCDP L-89 Facilitate the improvement of existing footpaths and the existing road network. Suj

future projects for new footpaths and pedestrian crossings, at appropriate locat
within Listowel

KCDP L-50 Facilitate improved and new cycling and walking linkages between Listowel Town C
strategic public amenities, key sites within the settlement boundary, reside
neighbourhoods, the North Kerry Greenway and futswstainableGreenway projects.

KCDP L:51 Facilitate and support the sustainable development of the Listowel to Tralee and Lis
to Ballybunion Greenwaysubject to normal planning and environmental consideratio
Ensure that all proposals for new greenways shall comply with the following stre
Strategy for the Future Development of Greenways (DTTAS, 2017).

KCDP L-82 { dzZLJLI2 NI AYLINROGSR | 0O0Saa Ayidz2 [/ KAf RSN

KCDP L-53 Support and facilitate the River Feale Blueway and linkages to Greenways, sub
normal planning and environmental considerations.
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KCDP -4 Support improved Active Travel connectivity, as part of the Outdoor Activity Hub pr
@ locatedto the South of the Town Park.

KCDP L:S5 Facilitate the sustainable development of an Activity Trailhead Building, to serv
Listowel to Tralee Greenway, at an appropriate location.

KCDP L-56 Support the delivery of the Safe Routes to School Programmeotret Active Trave

measures and initiatives (to schools) such as Park and Stride, at appropriate lodati
@ Listowel.
KCDP L:57 Support the upgrade and maintenance of the N69 route corridor, including relevant v

within the Listowel Settlement Boundary, in order to improve linkages to Foynes/ Lirr
andto Tralee, subject to normal planning and environmental considerations.

KCDP L-S8 Support safe and secure cycle parking and EV Charging Points in key areas of Listow
@ where appropriate and if feasible.

KCDP L-59 Support pedestrian infrastructure and connectivity between Greenville and Active T
infrastructurelocatedadjacentto the Listowel Bypagsthe Sive Walk.

KCDP L-:80 Support the delivery of new bus stops within Listowel town, where appropiati¢
feasible.

2.2.12 Infrastructure:

2.2.12.1Water and Wastewater Management

In compliance with the Core Strategy, the supply of residential zoned land is focused upon towns where
infrastructure is availableThe Wastewater treatment capacity register maintained by Uisce Eireann indicates
that ListowelA & G aIANBSyé¢ gAGK NBIFNRA G2 OFLIOAGET sKAOK |
the treatment system, which allows for the accommodation of future development and population growth.
Uisce Eireann maintains a separate register which gives an indication of water stgpdgity.
Notwithstanding this, it is important that development proposals identify opportunities for incorporation of
nature-based solutions to storm water management, to help purify water and to reduce the risk of storm
overflows.The water supply capacity register relevant to Listowel is curr@athbere which indicates that
capacity is available to meet CDP population targets with level of service improvements required.

2.2.12.2Flood Risk Management

The frequency, pattern and severity of flooding is expected to increase, as a result of climate change. To
address this issue, the Council will comply with the provisions of the Planning System and Flood Risk
Management Guidelines by ensuring that flooskris a key consideration in the preparation of Plans and in

the assessment of planning applications. All future developments within the county shall be designed and

constructed in accordance with tiet NS O dzii A 2 ydetalldd intthe Guidelides.Jt S ¢

A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment has been carried out for all Settlement Plans and has informed the land use
zonings. Flood Maps indicating those areas thatainesk of flooding are included in the relevant sections.
Development which in the opinion of the Council would have an unacceptable risk of flooding or which would
result in an unacceptable risk of flooding elsewhere shall not be permitted.

The CFRAM maps (Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management) and all other available flood risk data

sets have been used to identify greenfield lands that are at risloofling,and these areas are determined
inappropriate for residential and vulnerable development due to the potential flood risk. The Precautionary
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Principle has been applied to land use zoning (residential and vulnerable development land uses) in this Plan
with the HighEnd Future Scenario (HEFS) which allows for climate chabgdeaken into consideration.

owel, Co. Kerry - Completed 2025

Sl Clieveragh Flood Relief Scheme - Clieveragh, List
g

Figure 2.8: Clieveragh Flood Relief Scheme

2.2.12.2.1CFRAM Flood Risk Management Plan for the Tralee@@a®ale River Basin (UOM 23)

The OPW has identified preferred flood mitigation infrastructure to mitigate flood risk along the Feale in the
CFRAM Flood Risk Management Plan for the Tralee¢B@ale River Basin (UOM 23). The Flood Risk
Management Plan set out the strategy, includiagset of proposed measures, for the cesftective and
sustainable, longerm management of flood risk in the River Basin, including the areas where the flood risk
has been determined as being potentially significant. It is an objective of this Settietnéh tfecilitafe G 2
the construction of flood mitigation infrastructure identified in the CFRAM Flood Management Plans for UOM
23, subject to environmental assessment.

2.2.12.2.2Clieveragh Flood Relief Scheme

Flood relief works were completed in November 2025, as part of a wider investment by The Office of Public
Works [OPW], through®C in the Clieveragh area of Listowel to protect 57 properties. The works at Clieveragh
FNBE GKS adFrNI 2F | €FNASNI Fft22R NBfAST A0KSYS T2N
the works at Clieveragh allaa for the delivery of arover-ground storm water attenuation pond and a new

open channel to convey the outflow from the pond to the Clieveragh watesmto theSouth.

Listowel Flood Risk Objectives

Objective No. It is an objective of the Council to:

KCDP 61 Facilitate the construction of flood mitigation infrastructure for Listowel town,
identified in the CFRAM Flood Management Plans for UOM 23 and works associate
the Listowel Flood Defence Scheme, subject to environmental assessment.

KCDP 82 t NEGSOG GKS (26yQa SEA&AGAY3T FE22RLI A
recognition of their function as attenuators and conveyors of flood water.

KCDP L-863 Ensure that all developmeim Listowehas regard to The Planning System and Flood
Management Guidelines for Planning Authorities.

KCDPLB4 9yadaNB GKFG tFNBS &0rtS RSOSt2LIVSY

@ AyOf dzZRAy3 SySNHeE& NBfIIGSR LINe2SOiaz g
0l 3SR &a2fdzm2yar aRAPERBRPIRSYNBYRSOEZRR
G2 AYLINRODS O0A2RAGSNBRAGE AyiSNBaildo
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Figure 237: Listowel Town Flood Zoa Map
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Hgure 238: ListowelZoning Map

63



LISTOWBHUunicipal District

2.3 Ballyheigue

2.3.1 Introduction and Context

Ballyheigués a coastal settlement iNorth Kerry, located betweeKerry Heado the North andBanna Strand
to the South. The town is positioned along tf551, approximately 18kidorth of Tralee, and forms part of
the wider North Kerry coastal corridor.

The settlement has developed around its historic core and waterfront, with residential areas extending
outward from the town centre. Ballyheigue functions as an established residential community, supporting
residents of the town and its surrounding ruratchment area, as well as a tourism destination, particularly
during the summer months. The town provides a range oftdagay services including convenience retalil,
cafés, restaurants and public houses, together with accommodation providers and smegermnt
businesses. These commercial uses are primarily concentrated within the town core, reinforcing its role as the
focal point for community activitphowever, some of these facilities/services are only open during the tourist
season.

In addition to its commercial offering, Ballyheigue contains a range of community and social infrastructure,
including recreational amenities, community spaces and sports facilities. The presence of these services
enables the town to function as a selfigaining settlement within North Kerry, reducing reliance on larger
urban centres while supporting local employment and social cohesion. The annual summer festival draws
visitor into the town and promotes the area generally, with numerous benefits. Theralao a number of

bed and breakfasts and holiday home developments in the town and surrounding area.

2.3.2 Vision and Strategy
The overall vision for Ballyheigue is to ensure that it develops sustainably as an attractive locatiol

residents and tourists alike and that future development preserves both the & Jfuikzneritage and
its character as a seasidewn and reinforces it where necessary.

Strategic Issues
In order to allow Ballyheigue to develop in an orderly manner, it is important that:

w Itis promoted as a District Town of the Listowel Municipal District, and every effort is made to achieve
its population target as outlined in the core strategy;

w The provision of an appropriate and sustainable range of social and physical infrastructure, facilities
and services, including retail, commercial and enterprise development to serve the inhabitants of the
town and its rural hinterlands is a priority;

w Any future tourism developments are sensitive to the existing character of the town and should be

appropriate in scale. Developments that are open on ayeand basis will be encouraged;

¢CKS aSGiufSYSyiQa aSlt aiRS a@pdtestedandemhiinced;dzA t G 3 y I
Pedestrian/cycle connectivity and public realm are improved, particularly within the settlement;

Any new development should be appropriatedesignandlayout, not detractfrom the characterof

the settlement, and not extend the existing pattern of linear development in Ballyheigue.

€ e€e

64



LISTOWBUunicipal District

Figure 239: View of White Sands Hotel, Ballyheigue

2.3.3 Development of Ballyheigue
In accordance with the Core Strategy of the KCDP-2028, Ballyheigue has a housing target of 60 dwellings.
The population of Ballyheigue increased from 628 in 2011 to 724 inl2@decreasedn 2022 to669.

Projected Housing Provision (no.
Ballyheigue 60
Table2.4: Ballyheigue Housing Unit Target

Ballyheigue will continue to act as a focal point for development within the surrounding area. The Plan
supports an increase in population appropriate to its role as a coastal settlement and service centre for the
wider rural hinterland. The development fparn of Ballyheigue extends from the historic town core and
consists of a mix of single depth roadside development, residential estates and more recent infill
developments. Dwellings within the historic core are generally terraced in form and typicallyotéinree
storeys in height. A number of derelict properties remain within the settlement boundary, some occupying
prominent central locations. The repair, refurbishment aneuse of these buildings will be encouraged and
supported in order to enhance éwisual amenity, vitality and vibrancy of the town centre. The consolidation

of the existing settlement and the retention and enhancement of local services and community facilities
serving both the town and its surrounding rutahterlandwill be encourged.

Additional lands have been zoned ®t (New/Proposed ResidentialdR4 (Strategic Residential Reseline)
order to facilitate the future development needs of the settlement. New development shall recognise the
importance of consolidating the existing settlement structure and reinforcing a strong sense of place. New
development must integrate sensitively Withe landscape and provide for a suitable mix of house types.

The redevelopment of designated infill and brownfield sites within the town centre, together with the
addressing of vacancy and dereliction, will play an important role in supporting the continued compact growth
of Ballyheigue.

2.3.3.1 Holiday Homes

The attractiveness of the town and surrounding area has led to significant demand over the years for holiday
homes/second homes and mobile homes. Approximatéhp ®f the housing stock, a4 units fall into the
category of holiday homed&CSO 2022Having regard to the significant number of holiday/second homes in
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Ballyheigue, no additional holiday/ second honéhl be permitted on lands zoned for R1, or R4 residential
use. The policy objectives of than will also facilitate the change of use of holiday homes to permanent
places of residence where appropriate and subject to compliance with development management standards.

2.3.4 Sustainable Communities

2.3.4.1 Community Facilities

Ballyheigue has a weadktablished and active local community, supported by a range of community, social and
recreational facilities. These facilities play an important role in everyday life of the town and contribute to its
attractiveness as a place todi.

Key community services in the town include Ballyheigue Garda Station and Ballyheigue Community Centre,
which acts as a focal point for community life and offers a wide range of services and activities, including venue
hire, bingo, gym facilities, laundrerwices, Meals on Wheels, and regular social events. The Ballyheigue Tidy
Towns Group plays a particularly important role, not only in maintaining the appearance of the town but also
in delivering ongoing environmental improvements, enhancing public spaoéscreating a strong sense of

pride and place within the community.

Figure2.40: Ballyheigue Playground

Recreational and sporting facilities are an established part of community life in Ballyheigue. The town is served
by Ballyheigue GAA, the local football club and Ballyheigue Castle Golf Club. These facilities provide
opportunities for recreation and sociahteraction across all age groups and contribute to community
participation and youth engagement. Ballyheigue Castle, which is a protected structure, is also an important
heritage and tourism asset for the town. The town also benefits from a communitgroland, which provides

an important recreational amenity for families and younger residents.

Ballyheigue has benefited from recent government funding aimed at supporting comnrhasgd projects

FYR AYLINRGAY3I 20t AYFNIaAGNUHzOGdzNBEd® LYy hOdG206SN H
Programme (Measure-1Community Projecisfor the development of a community walkway with public

f AIKGAY3AT SYyKFEyOAy3a 20t | YSyAide LINRPGAAAZY | YR LI
to Ballyheigue GAA for the development of a hurling wall and walking track throughothen@hity Spaots

Facilities Fund. Ballyheig@mmunityCentreg I & £ £t 20F GSR eyn>Xynn G2 ¥FdzyR
panel installation and sports hall refurbishment under the community centre investment fund. The continued
investment in these facilities will be important in meeting the needs of the existinguncefpopulation and

AY NBAYTF2NDOAYy3 . ffeKSAIdzSQa NRtS & | adadlAylFof
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