Kerry County Development Plan 2022 - 2028

Submission

For the attention of: F s iUy
Mr. Damien Ginty (Senior Planner), e
Planning Policy Unit,

Kerry County Council,

Rathass, Tralee,

Co. Kerry

V92H7BT

To whom it may concern,

I acknowledge the call for submissions to the Kerry County Development Plan 2022 - 2028.

I submit to you the following observations for consideration regarding the new County
Development Plan 2022 - 2028.

I am a resident concerned with elements of Chapter 12- Energy Section and in particular
the following which is contained within the chapter:

1. The area up for Further Assessment which is marked as Area 18 in Appendices
map 6.46.

2. The zoning of the Scartaglin Region for open consideration to the development of
wind farms. (Blue Region in Development Map).

3. The zoning of existing wind farms within the Scartaglin region for repowering.
(Red Region in Development Map)

% The visual sensitivity of wind turbines is not suitable to the area and not in keeping with its
surroundings and would seriously injure the amenity of the area, as well as negatively
impact the value of local residents properties which they have built up over many years
and generations. Considering the regulations surrounding the building of houses in rural
areas and the visual effect and landscape impact which have to be taken into consideration, it
makes absolutely no sense to allow turbines (which are up to 200 metres in height) to be -
constructed in areas which near dwellings of people which have a negative impact on both

humans and wildlife.

% The noise & shadow flicker generated by turbines is not suitable for residential areas.
Consideration must be given to residential areas where occupants, and future occupants,

may have learning difficulties or sensory issues as this has been proven to be detrimental.
Anxiety, depression and the disturbance of people’s sleep have all been linked to many
cases where people are living within close proximity to wind turbines. Therefore, are not
suitable to the areas which have been included in Area 18 of the maps which have been
marked for further assessment or area of wind zoning potential.
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The destruction of Flora and Fauna (Plants and wildlife) to the Scartaglin region will be
immense. The County Development Plan must take action to protect the flora and fauna of
the region and provide public services to record the wildlife affected. Killarney is part of the
UNESCO biosphere reserve and the county development plan is an immediate opportunity to

show progress in this regard.
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Consideration must be given to the increased risk posed by the construction of large
turbines. Roads that are not suitable for large vehicles, occupants in the area are atrisk of
turbine collapse, noise pollution, seasonal wildlife impact etc. Local roads and
infrastructure cannot be allowed to be destroyed in the CONSITU Hon of turbine
developments, If you travel the local roads, you will see that they are already in relatively
poor condition in a lot of the area which is marked for further assessment in Area 18. Roads
are very much prone to sinkage in the area due to the land where the roads are built being

' This is as a result of everyday use by local lorries and farm
machinery, which would not be to any where near the scale of destruction which would be
caused as a result of constructing turbines in the area.
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Consideration must be given particularly to the area in the southwest of the area 18 marked
for further assessment which includes townloands of Kilsarkan East, Glanlea, Knockacorrin

and Anablaha where peatland ocated on D
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flora and fauna. Bog land has in this area into grassland in recent years and
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been reclaimed
this should be taken into consideration during any assessment of the area. Bogland has been
marked out in the Kerry Biosphere Reserve Map 11.2 which is adjacent to this part of area 18
which has been marked for further assessment.

The destruction of water and carbon reservoirs will also be detrimental to the locality. The
development plan must take action to protect the bogs and waterways of Kerry. There are
many streams and rivers connected to both the Brown Flesk River (tributary to the River
Maine) and the Blackwater River in the area for further assessment and area for wind zoning
potential within Area 18 of map 6.45 The Blackwater River is adjacent to all the regions
highlighted for wind farm zoning in the Scartaglin region. iveri
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slug. Kilsarkan, Knockacorrin, Ballahantouragh. Knockeenahone, Barna and Knockrour
regions are all directly located within a 1km radius of Brown Flesk River or its tributaries
and within 10km of the Blackwater River and should be excluded from inclusion in any open
consideration for wind farm development zone.

Harrier. Knockeenahone is one of the regions currently being zoned as open to
consideration for wind farm development, yet contains specific areas of conservation
marked clearly in the Hen Harrier SPA Habitat Map. Barna and Knockrour regions are both
located within a 1km radius of these special zones of conservation and all regions should be
excluded from inclusion in any open consideration for wind farm development zone and for
repowering of existing turbines. A 250m buffer zone for the Hen Harrier outside the specific
designated areas of conservation is also entirely unacceptable.
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The bog is one of the most imp for the species in Ireland with as many as

21 Hen Harriers recorded roosting at the site in 2021 by IRD Duhallow Ecologists (Mike
0’Connor pers comm.). Due to Barna Bog's close proximity to the Stack’s to Mullaghereik
Mountains, West Limerick Hills and Mount Eagle SPA, this winter roost site is crucial for the
SPA to meet its conservation objectives.
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habitat for the butterfly species Marsh Fritillary Euphydryas
under Annex II of the Habitats Directive (Barron, 2020).

aurinia, which is protected
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