Michael F.
Quirke & Sons

February 22, 2022
Mr Damien Ginty,
Senior Plannner,
Planning Policy Unit,
Kerry County Council,
Rathass,

Tralee,

County Kerry

V92H 7BT

Dear Mr Ginty:

We enclose this company’s submissions on the Kerry County Development Plan and wish it well.
Kind regards.
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Michael F. Quirke and Sons Submission on Kerry County Development Plan

Michael F. Quirke and Sons has a long history of quarrying in County Kerry and, at present, has active
quarries in Killarney, Killorglin and land suitable for quarrying in other townlands, especially in the
Castleisland and Waterville areas within the county. Sand, however, is only available in the areas
mentioned here, that is at Killarney and Killorglin.

Looked at from another perspective the remainder of South Kerry and all of East, West and North
Kerry have no sand deposits. Successive County Development Plans acknowledge that all aggregates
can only be quarried where they are found and the extractive industry is supported at Government
level and particularly in Project Ireland 2040, the National Planning Framework (NPF). In the new
Draft County Development Plan the situation within County Kerry is well expressed.

County Kerry has a number of naturally occurring resources that contribute to the social and
economic fabric of the county. These include water resources, soil, agriculture, forestry,
fisheries, renewable energy and extractives. These resources are generally located in rural
areas providing employment and contribute to the economy of these rural communities. The
continued sustainable development of these resources at appropriate locations will serve to
diversify and strengthen the economy of the county.

This view is converted to official Kerry County Council policy especially in Objective:
KCDP9-64 Facilitate the sustainable development of the extractive industry and seek to ensure

the ongoing availability of an adequate supply of aggregates for the construction
industry.

Quarrying is recognised as an integral part of the economy as a whole and It is to be noted that the
areas of County Kerry which have aggregate resources for quarrying are also some of the best known
tourist areas in the country. Both industries have survived side by side for decade after decade and
both have grown together. That is in no small measure due to the maturity of existing quarrying
sites in terms of fully grown trees and landscaping and to the experience of the quarry operators.
We hope these areas will continue to be seen as appropriate locations for quarrying as envisaged by
the County Development Plan 2022-2028.

Quarrying in an environmentally friendly manner is due to the strict planning and environmental
regulations and the constant monitoring that quarry operators have to carry out to comply with
planning conditions. As the methods of quarrying and transportation of aggregates has not caused
environmental problems in the past we think that Kerry County Council should examine all new
Planning Applications for the ‘material balance’ or reserves of aggregates which are present and
issue a planning permission of commensurate duration.

The county is projected to grow in population on a continuous basis and by over 9,000 people during
the five year lifespan of the new County Development Plan alone so it follows that the demand for
aggregates will continue while the reserves grow scarcer. With this in rwnind the remaining reserves
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within the county should be zoned from any other use which would not allow them to be quarried.
For this consideration also planning permissions should be more readily granted to extract any large
reserves of aggregates which are present below the water table.

The Government has identified the ‘Southern Region’ of which Kerry is a part as a strong contender
for growth within the country and as an alternative to the concentration of industry and commerce
in Dublin.
The Southern Region presents the most significant potential for the development of an
effective counter-balance to the Greater Dublin Area, driven by its regional cities, county
towns and broad rural base supported by an established and resilient network of smaller
towns and villages.

The Southern Region is particularly well placed for a growing direct sea trade with Europe and while
Kerry will not be at the forefront of this it is vital that it keeps any other advantages it has. Our
submissions can be summarised as follows

SUBMISSION 1.

That Planning permissions granted should not cease to have effect until all the aggregate
reserves identified in the Material Balance of the EIAR have been fully extracted and that all
quarry operators are treated equally in terms of time limits on extraction imposed by
Planning Conditions

SUBMISSION 2
That quarrying of aggregates which are present below the water table should be permitted
in an environmentally sustainable manner regulated by a planning condition.

SUBMISSION 3

That Kerry County Council in conjunction with Transport Infrastructure Ireland should
upgrade roads to enable aggregates to be extracted where they are found and to safeguard
their supply into the future.

Many thanks for accepting this submission and we hope all the objectives of the new County
Development Plan will be achieved within its lifetime. We wish it well. Kind regards
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