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1. Overview:

The Local Environmental Action Fund (LEAF) 2026 is a community grant programme
developed by IPB Insurance in partnership with Ireland’s local authorities.

The programme forms part of IPB Insurance’s Centenary Social Engagement Fund,
marking 100 years of collaboration between IPB Insurance and local authorities to
support communities across Ireland.

2. Objective:

LEAF, in partnership with IPB insurance and supported by Kerry County Council (KCC),
aims to support climate action and environmental enhancement in our communities by
providing funding to local Tidy Towns, and similar voluntary community groups, who
contribute to enhancing their community’s local environment.

The objective of LEAF is to empower Tidy Towns and other voluntary community groups
to take meaningful action to enhance their local environment through impactful,
community-driven projects.

The funding available for Kerry is €100,000 (€50,000 from IPB Insurance and €50,000
match funding from KCC).

Tidy Towns and similar groups can now apply to KCC under LEAF to deliver environmental
and climate action projects. Closing date is 5pm, Friday, 25" September.



Partnerships between Tidy Towns and local stakeholders such as schools, community
groups, sports clubs, youth clubs, Lions club, men/ women's sheds and similar groups is
strongly encouraged and is a requirement of the fund.

Eligible projects ranging between €1,000 and €25,000 will be considered. Funding allows
for up to 100% of eligible project costs.

Projects should support climate action, demonstrate a clear environmental and
community benefit and involve collaboration with other community stakeholder groups.
More detail on eligible projects is provided in Section 3.

All projects will need to be completed with funding drawn down by 5pm, Friday, July 30th,
2027.

3. Projects eligible for funding:

The fund aims to support projects that contribute to climate action, biodiversity and
environmental enhancement, while encouraging communities to work together with
local stakeholders to create greener and more sustainable communities.

Projects must focus on climate action, biodiversity and/or environmental
enhancement and should demonstrate a clear benefit to the local environment and
community.

Projects that align with Kerry's Climate Action Plan and/or Kerry’s Biodiversity Action Plan
are particularly encouraged.

Examples of eligible projects include, but are not limited to:
o Biodiversity conservation (e.g., creating pollinator-friendly spaces)
e Tree planting and urban greening initiatives

e Renewable energy projects (e.g., installing solar panels for community
buildings)

e Waste reduction and recycling initiatives

e Water conservation projects

e Public education campaigns on sustainability

e Climate resilience projects (e.g., flood prevention measures).

The examples above are not exhaustive, and projects may address other areas where
they demonstrate a clear contribution to climate action, biodiversity and/or
environmental enhancement.


https://www.kerrycoco.ie/kerry-county-council-local-authority-climate-action%20plan-2024-2029/
https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/sites/default/files/3%20Biodiversity%20Action%20Plan.pdf

Itis essential that projects be available to the community, where applicable. If the group
do not own the land/ building(s)/ floor space, then they must have a minimum of a five
year lease or agreement in place from date of project completion. Groups will be asked
to provide proof of ownership, lease or access agreements.

Projects must comply with all statutory requirements in relation to planning, building
regulations, Health and Safety, and Fire Codes, if applicable.

Groups, if successful, will be required to hold all adequate insurances such as public
liability, employers’ liability etc.

4. Groups eligible to apply for funding:

e Tidy Towns and/or voluntary groups undertaking similar activities (e.g. residents
associations), who are active within County Kerry

e Groups must be registered with their local Public Participation Network (PPN*)

e Applications should include collaboration with at least one other community
stakeholder group based in Kerry (for example, local schools, youth clubs, Lions
club, sports club, Men’s Sheds etc). If not possible, your application should
outline the reason why.

*Applicants will be required to provide evidence of their PPN registration as part of the
application process.

5. Funding Available:

Grant funding of between €1,000 and €25,000 may be awarded, depending on the scale
of the proposed project.

Funding allows for up to 100% of eligible project costs.

Applicants are required to provide a detailed budget breakdown for their proposed
project. This should be completed in the “Funding Request and Budget” section of the
application form, using the budget breakdown table provided and supporting quotes
where required. Further details below in Section 6.


https://kerryppn.ie/members/
https://kerryppn.ie/members/

6. Application process:

Please apply online (hard copy application accepted on request) at Application Forms |
Kerry County Council by

5pm Friday, 25" of September 2026.

The application requires:

the group’s contact details and evidence of PPN registration, see Members
Directory - Kerry PPN for information on PPN

Proposed project location

Project details, including a:

o project proposal (c.500 words) outlining objectives, methodology, and
expected outcomes

o short (c.200 words) responses to four specific questions on how the
project 1) relates to climate action/environmental enhancement goals;

2) creates community engagement and impact;
3) shows sustainability and
4) is innovate and creative.

See Section 9 for more information.

e A budget breakdown, evidence of at least one quote for project items/activities
over €1,000 will be required to be uploaded

¢ the terms and conditions (on the application process, fund and post-completion
monitoring and reporting) to be accepted and a declaration signed.

The application will be accessible from through Kerry County Council online application
platform, available at: Application Forms | Kerry County Council. (Hard copies are
available on request).

Applications close 5pm Friday, 25™ of September 2026.

Please contact the Climate Action Office (climateaction@kerrycoco.ie) if you require
assistance or guidance in relation to the application process.


https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/en/applications
https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/en/applications
https://kerryppn.ie/members/
https://kerryppn.ie/members/
https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/en/applications
mailto:climateaction@kerrycoco.ie

7. Eligible costs for funding:

Eligible costs will be considered on a case-by-case basis. The following general

conditions will apply:

Costs submitted must be for the sole purpose of implementing the proposed
project and should not relate to any other purpose

Duplicate public funding must not have been received, or be received, from other
sources for the same purpose

Costs must be verifiable through appropriate supporting documentation, namely
matching invoices; receipts and evidence of corresponding payment to the
supplier via a dated bank statement

Other funding may be leveraged for projects (e.g. with LEADER, Tidy Towns, Town
and Village Enhancement funding, etc.). However, the LEAF funded component
must be able to stand on its own merits and be independent of the other funding,
and

Where costs are deemed ineligible, these costs will not be included in the amount
of grant funding awarded.

8. Ineligible costs for funding:

The following costs will not be considered eligible for funding:

Costs that are not directly related to the delivery of the proposed project
Costs incurred prior to the approval of the grant

Ongoing operational or running costs that are not directly associated with the
delivery of the project

Routine maintenance or repair costs
Costs relating to the purchase of land or buildings

Costs associated with activities for which duplicate public funding has already
been received

Costs that cannot be supported by appropriate documentation, i.e.
invoices/receipts/bank statements, and

Costs associated with the use of an applicant group's own equipment or premises
or staff/volunteer time.



9. Evaluation of Applications Submitted by the Deadline:

Applications submitted by the deadline will be evaluated by Kerry County Council under
the following criteria (the total score available, out of 100, for each theme in provided in
the brackets):

e Relevance to Climate Action/Environmental Enhancement Goals (40% of points
available in the project’s evaluation will go towards this theme)

o Alignment with Kerry's Climate Action Plan and/or Biodiversity Action Plan

o Contribution to biodiversity and environmental enhancement

e Community Engagement and Impact (20% of points available in the project’s
evaluation will go towards this theme)

o Demonstrated benefit to the local community
o Level of community engagement and participation in the project

o Feasibility and Sustainability (20% of points available in the project’s evaluation
will go towards this theme)

o Practicality and timeline of implementation
o Plans for ongoing maintenance or long-term sustainability

e Innovation and Creativity (20% of points available in the project’s evaluation will
go towards this theme)

o Novel approaches to tackling environmental challenges
o Use of local knowledge and resources

The final decision on successful applications rests with Kerry County Council.

10. What to expect if your application is successful:

On submission of applications, KCC will undertake an evaluation of the applications
under the criteria and scoring process outlined in Section 9.

KCC will notify successful applicants and issue a Letter of Offer setting out the terms and
conditions of the grant award.

Successful groups will be responsible for carrying out their projects in accordance with
the approved application and the terms and conditions of funding.

Grant funding will be retrospective and based on vouched expenditure submitted by the
group on completion of the project, in accordance with Section 11 below.


https://www.kerrycoco.ie/kerry-county-council-local-authority-climate-action%20plan-2024-2029/
https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/sites/default/files/3%20Biodiversity%20Action%20Plan.pdf

11. Drawing Down of Funding:

On completion of the project, applicants will be required to provide appropriate
documentation demonstrating the delivery and impact of the funded project. This will
include:

¢ A Final Impact Report, providing a brief summary of the activities undertaken,
project outcomes and expenditure

 Copies of vouched receipts, invoices and bank statements and any other relevant
financial documentation relating to project expenditure. Costs must be verifiable
through appropriate supporting documentation, namely matching invoices;
receipts and evidence of corresponding payment to the supplier via a dated bank
statement

o« Before and after photographs, where relevant, demonstrating the impact of the
project

¢ Community feedback, where appropriate, from community group members
involved in or affected by the project

e Any other information or documentation reasonably required by Kerry County
Council in relation to the funded project, such as a Tax Clearance Certificate if
required.

On receipt and confirmation of the above, the Community Climate Action Officer will
oversee payment of the funding allocation to each group.

e For projects awarded €10,000-€25,000 phased payments on vouched
expenditure will be considered on prior agreement with the Community Climate
Action Officer.

All projects will need to be completed with funding drawn down by 5pm, Friday, July
30, 2027.

Please contact the Climate Action Office (climateaction@kerrycoco.ie) if you require
assistance or guidance in relation to this fund.

Kerry County Council’s Community, Climate Action & Operational Services
Department reserves the right to publish a list of all grants awarded on its website
www.kerrycoco.ie.

All personal data collected is in compliance with the requirements of the General
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2016 and Data Protection Acts 1988 to 2003.
Individual privacy notices for each section/service are available at www.kerrycoco.ie



mailto:climateaction@kerrycoco.ie
https://www.kerrycoco.ie/



